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Meteorological obfervations made at Philadelphia, Fune 1790. 
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Maria, a fragment—founded on fai. 
e#us ISERY, diltrefs, and 

M remorie, were pictured 
in her countenance, in fuch friking co- 
lours, as would have made a Herod fym- 
pathize with her. She could not fhed a 
tear—that would have ealed her rending 
heart. ‘*O virtuc!’’ fighed fhe out, 
while every ftrature bore isrefiftable e- 





























Barometer. Thermom, Anemo- , 

tb Pholphoric & meter. 
& Englith foot Farenbett Prevail. Weather. 
“ bIn. oat | ln tede D750 wind. 
r}29 18 4])29 10 1] 65 8) 81 5 Ww clear, 
2130 1 30 2 8) 590475 8 E clear, 
3 | 30 30 2 3154 5173 3 $ clear, 
4130 1 141] 30 56 $1 70 3 ES.E overcaft, 
5129 31 6] 29 10 11 | 65 8] 83 8 SW overcaft, clear, 
6429 10 10] 29 9 12 | 65 8491 5 SW clear, 
7129 9 5129 9 916581799 SW fome rain, clowdy, 
3 | 29 11 29 11 7 | 63 5] 82 2 W.SW | clear, cloudy, 
9130 3 5|30 3 2}568])747) W-NW } clear, 
yo { 30 10} jo 2 59 oO] 63 5 NE rainy, 
11 | 30 9130 2 615451747 SW clear, 
12 | 30 to} 2910 7] 61 24 70 3 S.SE rainy, new moon, 
13 | 29 9}29 9 8] 65 8] 81 5 SW rainy, thunder, 
14 | 29 11 12] 30 612179 9 SW clear, 
35 | 30 3° (4 63 5} 849 SW.N clear, 
36439 1141439 + 9 | 65 8] 871 S clear, 
17 | 30 29 11 31} 66 9] 92 7 S.SW clear, thunder, 
a8 ]}29 11 5}29 10 3172 5] 860] S.W.E | cloudy, thunder, 
19} 29 10 3]29 10 2 | 65 84 77 Ww overcaft, clear, 
20 | 30 12 | 30 ro | 54 5| 81 5| W.NW | clear, cloudy, 
21130 © 713° 2 21635179 2 W .NW clear, cloudy, 
2 30 2 9130 1 11 | 63545 827 SW clear, cloudy, 
23}30 3 413° 11311) 65 8] 79 2 W cloudy, 
24] 30 2 39 1 6} 63 5] 838 S.SE cloudy, 
25} 29 11 6 {29 10 11 | 65 8 | 67 5 SE hard rain, full moon, 
26129 9 4129 $ 8]65 8} 792 SE rainy, thunder, 
27/29 9 11}29 9 8165 8] 81 5 S.SW_ | overcaft, cloudy, 
28129 9 2/29 9 68 $6 S.SW cloudy, thunder, 
29 | 29 10 29 10 69 1] 81 5 Ww cloudy, — 
30 | 279 10 3] 29 10 66 79 2 W cloudy, 

Barometer. Thermometer. | 
b Jon greateit elevat. 30 3 5§ | 17th greateit deg.heat 92 71 SW and 
> \ 26thleattelevat. 29 8 81 3rd leaft dec. heat 54 5 Ww 
a | Variation, 6 13 | Variation, 38 2 clear, 
“ | Mean elevation, 30 3 | Mean degree, 71 6 | 

—2] 2S 


vidence of her approaching diffolu- 
tion—-the finger of death was vifibly on 
her—‘ how unhappily have I fwerved 
trom thy paths ! but—divine Father !— 
to thee it is known—that a mifplaced 
confidence—not the power of vice— 
has been the caufe of my ruin—and 
blafted the faireft profpe&ts that ever 
opened upon any of my fex leDeluced 
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girl ! Cruel, perfidious Polydore | 
May heaven forgive you—as with my 
laft breath T do. Mnay you repent, and 
enjoy happineis—that happinefs which 
you have robbed me of !—But who 
could have fufpeéted that villamy pof- 
feffed the bofom of one, whofe every 
look, whofe every action appeared the 
offspring of the pureft virtue—of the 
moft tender fenfibility ? May every 
innecent, unfulpréting girl take warn- 
ing by my fate! May the fhun the firft 
approaches of temptation! May fhe 
have it imprefled on her mind, that 
* fe wha befitates is loff’—and that 
fecurity ts only to be found in fly- 
ing from conteft!..... Alas! alas ! 
little did I. . . . little did my fond parents 
imagine this .... would be.... my 
tragical end—O heavens ! forgive, if 
poffible ....this one... .this irrepara- 
ble error .... let the fincere.... con- 
trition.... of my foul ... . atone for 
my crime—"...... More fhe would 
have faid—but the funk in death. At 
this moment, Polydore arrived. When 
he beheld her ghaftly form, anguifh 
and herror ferzed his guilty foul—the 
perfidy and villainy of his condué 
ftared him in the face—He knelt down 
by the fide of the angel whom he had 
eorrupted and deftroyed. Hekiffed her 
wan cheek—he fighed—he raved—he 
wept bitterly Dear maid” faid he, 
*“thou art gone—I have infamoufly 
rohbed you of peace—of happirefs— 
of virtue—andeven of life itfelf—but 
thus fhall | exprate my guilt.” He then 
feized a fword, and plunging it into his 
breaft, fell down by her fide—and 
groaned out his foul in agonies of hor- 
ror and defpair, 
Philadelphia, Aug. 6, 1790. 
OD] => - O~ 


MESS. PRINTERS, 


AVING lately heard mention 
made of Locke’s plan of govera- 
ment for South Carolina, I wifi to be 


favoured with a concife tatement of it— 
and information how long it continued. 


Bofton, Fitly 23, 179%. 


[ Augué, 


MESSRS. PRINTERS, 


With to be informed what was the 
date of the a€t of the affembly 
of Virginia, appointing commiffioners 
to the convention at Annapolis, which 
was the happy prelude to the Philadel- 
phia convention, that framed the fe- 
deral conftitution. W.R. 
New York, Aug. 1, 1790. 


—“@a9_@er-— 


MESS. PRINTERS, 


S mr. M’Gillivray has become a 
fubjeé&t of converfation with ma- 
ny——and as he is pretty generally be- 
lieved to have had the advantage of an 
European education—I with you to 
undeceive the public im this particular ; 
as I have had it from his mouth, that he 
never was ia Europe—and that his li- 
terary endowments were acquired in 
Charlefton, South Carolina. L.B. 
Wilmington, Aug. 4, 1790. 


4 => 4 


MESS. PRINTERS, 


N looking over the lifts of deaths in 
the late numbers of your Mufeum, 

the advanced age of fomeof the de- 
ceafed perfons, ttruck me with a with 
to know, whether they were natives of 
this country. As this cannot be eafily 


aicertained perhaps at this time, I would 


propofe to thoie, who may in future 
publith accounts of deaths in the pub- 
lic papers, or fend them to you for pub- 
lication, that they would mention in 
fuch particular cafes, whether the par- 
ties were nativesof America or foreig 

ers. By this means we fhould in tim. 
have a valuable document of the ftate 
of longevity in America—and perhaps 
a compariion might be drawn between 
America and Europe, which would wipe 
away the afperfon “ that human lite 
is not extended to the fame length on 
this, ason the other fide of the Atlan- 
ti.” M, 

Philadciphbia, Aug. §5 179% 
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The hiftory of Amelia Stanford, wovitien 
by berfelf. Concluded from Vol. VII. 
page 247. 

R. Stanford accordingly em- 
' braced the earlieft opportunity 
of ditclofing his withes to my father. 

His embarrafiment, I doubt not, made 

him les eloquent in his own, than he 

could have been in the caufe of a friend. 

My father alfo, as I difcovered after- 

wards, was nota little difconcerted— 

he was taken by furprife, and knew 
not what anfwer to make. To prevent 
any future mifinderftanding, he poft- 
poned giving 2 definitive anfwer—figni- 
fying; however, a general approbation 
of mr. Stanford’s charaéter—but ex- 
prefling a with to make an enquiry into 
my friend's prefent fituation, and future 
profpests. In thefe particulars he was 

{oon fatisfied. He found mr. Stanford, 

both before and fince his return from 

Oxford, had been in a counting houfe ; 

that his father defign'’d fetting him up 

in trade, under the patronage of a rich 
uncle, who was concerned in the Eaft 

India line ; that with the money hinifelf 

could advance, and the advantages his 

uncle could put into his fon’s hands, 
he might make a voyage to Bengal, and 
hy refiding there for a few years, might 
return with a complete independency. 

This was the plan at firft propofed : 

and this was the plan our parents, after 

coniulting together, agreed to achere to. 

They believed, that what they could 

both {pare would be hardly fufficient to 

fupport us in the fame ftile of life in 
which we had been accuftomed to live ; 
and having formed this opinion, they 
vould not depart from this firft {cheme. 

But in our apprehenfion, how abdfurdly 

cid they appear to reafon and refolve ? 

We woul have molt chearfully denied 

ourtelves many of the hittie fuperfu:ties 

to which we had been accuftomed— 

We fighed not for opulence or diftinc- 

tion ; a bare competency, and a retie- 

ment from gay and fafhionable lite, was 
our mutual choice. Our hearts tound 
their happinefs in our own [ociety, and 
cculd flirrender any thing that clafhed 
with a{peedy union. Mr, Stanford, 
wien he was informed of the {cheme 
Vol. VILL. No. II. 
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53 
propofed by our parents, immediately 


avowed his difapprobation of it— 
warmly, yet refpecttuliy ftated his rea- 
fons—urged the pain he fhould expe. 
rience in parting with the fingle obje& 
that attached him to life, as areafon— 
and declared his preferenceof living in 
obfcurity and indigence, rather than 
hazard his life, and be neceffarily 
abfent from ali his: friends for feveral 
years. 

Thefe resfons, proceeding from the 
wermth of the heart, had little influ- 
ence on the minds of our parents, who 
called our attachment nething but a 
wild and foolith liking, that would foon 
be over, and leave us in dependence and 
in want if we were now {fuffered to be 
united. ‘They therefore infifted on mr. 
Stanford's fetting off for India, by' 
the firit veffel that failed for that quar- 
ter ; and told him that when he had ac- 
cumulated a fertune, he might return, 
and expect the hand of Amelia Sey- 
mour, with her parent’s approbation. 
This determination was a fad bar to 
all our affe&tionate wifhes—it was dif- 
cordant with our opinions and our 
feelings. After canvafling the fubjec. 
for feveval days, and devifing means of 
fupport in cafe we were abandoned by 
our parents, we at length came to a 
concluiion, and refolved, whatever might 
be the confequence, to be united in 
hand as in heart—to live in a retired 
way—to be frugal and induftrious— 
and to trutt in God for welfare and hap- 
pinefs. A refolution of this kind, we 
were fevfibie, wouldexpofe us to the 
derifion of the wordly-wife; but we 
were not to be frightened by a thadow, 
from the poffeffion of a reality. Nature 
had given us firmnefs enough to refit 
the influence of a fineer—and we had 
learned trom ofervation and experience, 
that what the mas of the world deno- 
minate happinefs, is but mifery in dif- 
gufe. In truth, the greater part of 
mankind, are a fet of thallow dupes. 
They have not difcernment to diftin- 
guifh between the fenblance andthe ef. 
fenceof happinefs—they make it con- 
fit in fentual gratifications, and keen 
picafures, which ever cloy by frequent 
H 
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enjoyment, and moftly leave a poifon 
behind. ‘rue happinefs is feated only 
in the mind: without peace of conici- 
ence and jound imtelleét, it is ampel- 
fible to enjoy real and permanent fa- 
tista@tion : and with a due obier- 
varce of thofe duties we owe to our 
Maker, our neighbour and ours lves— 
although property be denied, happi- 
nefs may be attained—happinels of 
the moft exalted, pure, and {jubitantal 
hind. 

Imprefied with thefe confiderations, 
we prepared for the private folemniza- 
tion of our nuptials, as well as our cir- 
cumttances would permit. I prepared 
sll my clothes, on various pretences. 
I perfuaded my father to advance fome 
{inali fums of money, which were ex- 
pended on articles that I thought would 
be mott ufeful to me. Mr. Staniord 
had been left a fum of two hundred and 

fty pounds by a remote relation : this 
he could command at any time, and 
this we believed would be fuificient to 
fupport us comfortably for a while, 
in cafe we fhould lo‘e the patronage of 
our parents. 

‘Thus cireumftanced, I bribed one of 
the domettics to carry my trunk to a 
neighbouring tav ern,and while my fother 
and mother were out viliting ene even- 
ing, mr. Stanford, agreeably to appoint- 
men:, came to our houfe, and bore off 
his willing captive. I had fearcely left 
iny home, before my heart funk, and 
my conscience reproved me for the ftep 
I bad taken—I had abandoned a root 
that had long kindly fheltered me—I 
had thrown myfelf trom the protection 
of a parent who had feldom croffed my 
wifhes—and had put my honour and 
happineis into the power of a young 
man, whole princip 


riance with his patt conduét, and whe 
* , } ‘v° 

micht, for Li could Know, pofticls a 

difpotitn that would thwart every 


hope of my foul. But mv truft was in 
heaven. What I did, could ony be 
wititied by the fupreme law, which tl 
Creator has unr lanted m every human 
breatt, of purtuing its own happi- 
s by every lawiul mean. I conceived 


| ty ANY, 


[Augut, 


not exerc.fed in the way of advice or 
remonttr:nce, but im the way of a law 
with a fanéiuen. That our parents 
had a right to impofe a command, un- 
der the penalty of diipleafure, or of 
withhciding property, we did not dif. 
pute ; butin our apprehenfion, a flendez 
livelihood, gained by labour and frugali- 
ty, was preterable to along and tedious 
fepa:ation, and the hazard of life. 

In 2 word, we were joined in the 
bands of matrireny, and haftened to 
each other's affectionate embrace with 
an ardour proportioned to the rifk we 
had run. 

The day after the event took place, 
mr. Stanford wrote to his parents and 
to mine, informing them of what had 
taken plice, and apologizing for the ab- 
ruptnels cf he affar, from the ftrength 
of mu.ual attachment, and the tear of be. 
ing parted from eoch other, by an ime 
menie diftance, and an witknown iength 
of tine. 


How difficult a matter itis, for the 
age to rec.i the teelings of youth ! 
How rare to meet wih pe fons advan- 
ced in vers, who cm enter into the 
feelings ani views of the young, and 
make jult allowances for the rafhnefs ot 
inexperience | When this information 
reached our parents, all with one Voice 
{eemed to condemn our condiu@ ; they 
reprobated our diiobedience in harth 
terms—and by the bearer of mr. Stand- 
ford’s letter, aflured us, it was their 
determination to give us no manner of 
aflittance ; but, as we had provoked our 
own fate with open eyes, to it they re- 
iignec us. 

This enfwer, though fevere and pain- 
ful, was lefs fothan it would otherwife 
have been, from our preparation for it. 
All we had now to do, was to adopt 
fome plan, that would refcue us from 
the horrors of poverty, and enable us 
to cuitivate and conftantly entoy that 
interchange of affeftionate endear ; ents, 
for which we had renounced almoft eve: 
thing befide. The wide world was be- 
fore us—tts paths were many and varie 
Olis——It was ours to cheofe one. 

The beft one we could a lopt at pre- 
fut, was to fet off immediately tos 
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London, and if we could foften the 
heart of mr. 5 
gage his pstronoge, and thus to enfure 
& provifion tur neceilary expenies. We 
accordingly took our paffiye ina itige 
coach, and quickiy reached the ietro- 
polis of England. As foon a. mr. 
Stanford could put himiel: im proper 
attire, he watied on his uncle, who re- 
ceived him gracioully, and enquired ve- 
ry kindly about his trends andthe . 
mily. As yet mr. Pluok:t (who wa 
a maternal uncie) had hewd noth ng of 
the ftep mr. Stanford thai taken, and 
therefore cheartuily promiied ali the a 
Gftance that was in his power, waaies 
line of bufinels might 
but the foliowing day, mr. 
Stanford callei to fettle fome way in 
which to employ hs taients and att_n- 
uon, his unele’s belaviowr was toral.y 
changed. H» had recenwed 


his brother-in-law, in which mr. 


inford’s wncis, to en- 


l- 
s 


hy 
t 


fixed on; 


« 
. 


won 


levter trom 
Stan. 
ford’s conduét was highly ceniured, nd 
a pofiive requett made, not to .upply 
mr. Sianford with money or any ai- 
fiftance. This ated 
my beit friend, as well as his uncle's 
refolution to comply with the requelt. 
Mr. Stanford cous be 
heart filled—he abrupriy lett the room— 


was communi to 


i ot uw this—hrs 


and returned to his ioigings. He had 
no fooner entered the chamber, 
where I had been fitting all alone 
during his abfence, than I perceived 
that his heart was heavy, and his 
Spirits deyetted, He waiked the room 


with a thowghttul, downe ft ieck, and 


hurried ftep, feverai umes—I atked 
him fome queftions, whcn he but 
half aniwered. Gn this I role, gave 
him my hand, and mtreated him to 
confide in me fully, and to tell me 
ail) his care. He prefled my band, 
feated me on a loti thot was in the 
room, placed himicif by my inde, and 
reiting his heal on my neck, unbot 
dened and rekcved his hewt by ivi 
vent to his forrow lor a tew momen 
Atter this, he found hirnleit able t 
communicate the grounds of hes 

tres Tic wetgbt of a tather’s « 
pleat ire’ be had prepare 1 by rit t 
endure; but te hi hat uifpleafy 
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iy be a heip to the 
{weet little piccmre of love, which indul- 
gent heaven preicnted ws, ten montis 
after our union. 
On the birth of my lovely boy, nm j 
, Fi 
¢ Ceres OCCUyICG hy Milki, al cw i 
pieaiures opened on my heort, that 
} ime to tor et tiie I udthips of ale 
fra t) ‘ru the parent that gave me 
hi iene 6 atei m to 
mc, (a » 1 nt >’ © n 
hi ‘ 1. a he w picrea s tor vii 4 
. 
' 
omc, oun. wavyveo!l ‘ COM pai ary ae 
o maore ' ots Hutmets at yor ow tts 
er ee “ivtt, we vb ib nhuw we 4 


S$ 


purfving him fo fer as to prevent him 
from receiving any aid from an unele, 
wis beyon: what he had expeéted. I 
fuvgelled every contolatory argument 
I could devife, for compofing his mind. 
I affived him that of the 
work.’s goods would content me, “ hile 
I retained his affeétion and focity— 
and that inftead of {pending tame im 
unaveiling complaints, we had both 
bett put cur thoulders to the wheel, 


—— 





very little 


and en‘esvour to procure a fubhitence. 

Accordingly,the next diy, mr. Stanford 

went in guett of cheap and picafant 

lod.ang:, ant of employment. He was : 
in providing the firft with 


foitunite 


an anuable, prous widow lidy—who 
was at once an omitrudtive and an 
agreetbie com,anion:; the fecond he 


pocured with an eminent printer, who 


cs 


was tult then much in 


ee 


want or a man 


o hitertture to tuperintend and correét 


the pros, 
ne 


one wiw could ce my} ive with 
, and 
attend to his bulmeis with 


RAG LISA IANA AAS ORI itt aA Nigh arpa eet ngs ge nth en 


itnels, end correct with accuracy 


who wot 
punctuality and ftuthtulnefs. 

For this firuation mr. Stanford was 
well qualified by moture and eda att 


and uniting to talents great offiduiry 
and integrity, he foon grned the confi- 
dence and friendthip ot his employer 1 
to his compenfation were often added 
hberal donation ha 


il 


ee 
away, finding our ta. 


» btie enabied us to 


fupport our prefer t e of life w ith 


comfuit and eaie. 
mny ukeiy to incre l@, we contiiv i 


ways to lay wpa tmail capital as a 


pros n tor a rainy day—this we 


k ew wutuid ci 


nit mitly accumulating, 


and would one « t 































































poles - 


—— 


ak el 


56 


perfe&tly reconciled to our lot—-we par- 
doned, and began to rem mber no more 
the feverities we had felt. In cur de- 
votions,in books, our own converlation, 
domeltic endearments, and the focicty 
of afew fiiends, who occafionally vifited 
us, we poflefled as many of the enjoy- 
ments of life, as others who moved in 
a higher circle, and who plumed 
themfelves on their birth and fortune. 

And here let me add my teflimony, 
to that of many of the wifeft and beit 
of mankind, in tavour of a ftate of 
wediocrity, when conneéted with con- 
ftant employment, with peace and af- 
fection at home. Poyerty is lefs dread- 
dul, I verily believe, at hand, than at 
adiftance. While afar, it is feen thro’ 
a mift—and buiks largely on the 
yicw: when it approaches nigh, it often 
lays afide its terrors, and if it be not the 
effect of floth or crime, it is often fo 
tempered by the fympathy of the good, 
and by internal coniolations, that it is 
by no megns difficult of endurance. 

In this fituation we continued up- 
wards of two years, in which period 
providence was pleai¢d to give us two 
charming girls, at a birth, in addition 
to our dear firit-born.. To provide for 
thefe, was our pleafing employ, and to 
look torward to thew future unprove- 
ment and happy icttlement in life, afford - 
ed ample room for fancy and hope i+ 
but ah! how dark and mytteyious are the 
ways of providence | how fudden 2nd 
diftvefling many of the viciflitudes of 
life ! one unlooked-for, melancholy 
event, put a period to this ftate of 
contentment I enjoyed, robbed me of 
my highef temporal happineis, and 
brought me to the yery brink of the 
Erave. 

Ii happened one day, that mr. Stsn- 
ford was called to go a tew miles trom 
the city, to receive a fum of money 
that was due to the perfon whom he 
Served. He hived a horie in the morn- 
ing, and promiied to be back early im 
the afternoon—he was detained foine- 
thing longer than he expectec—-it_ was 
Jate in the afternoon belove he fet off— 
on his return home, as he approached 


the city, he was flepped by tworuffans, 
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who demanded his money.—He did 
not choole tamely to fubmuit to their de- 
mands, but with his whip attempted 
refiftance.—-The villains, armed with 
bludgeons, attacked him with vio- 
lence-—knocked him down—ftript bins 
of his money and great part of his 
clothes—and left him for dead in the 
highway. Some benevolent travellers, 
who happened fhortly xfter to be com. 
ing towards London, had him taken 
up, and conveyed to the next public 
houlc—reftoratives were appiied ; and 
through the influence of medical aid, he 
was foon fufficiently pofi:fied of his 
fenies, to relate his name, place of 
abode, bufinefs and misfortune—He 
requetted to be conveyed home as foon 
xs poffible, and his requeft was kindly 
complied with.—He was brought to his 
home; but ch, my God! in how differ- 
ent circumitances from thefe in which he 
had left me in the morning—from thote 
in which I expeéted to meet him—I 
execrated mylelf for confenting to his 
leaving me—I murmured at my Jot, and 
in the agony of my foul (1 tremble at 
the remembrance) aiperied the goodnets, 
the juice of my Muaker—I was fran- 
tic, I believe, tor a confiderable time 
after he wes reftoredto my arms : all 
the afternoon previous to the mistor- 
tune, | had felt an unuiual anxieiy—but 
J thought it arofe from the timidity of 
my nature—litle did I imagine, that in 
place ofa healthy and cheertul, I fhould 
receive a bleeding hufband—All night 
did I git by him, attend his wants, and 
endeavour to alleviate his pains~-when 
the furgeon drefled his wounds in 
the evening, he tound that his fkull was 
fradtured by the blows he had received 
—He rcconimended a contultation—it 
was called—-and trepanning was adviled 
and refolved on—-1 objegied, but was 
obliged to fubmit : the operation was 
performed—but it was of little avail— 
a high fever enfued, and his reafon 
forfook him—He talked inceffantly of 
his dear Aimeliaof his daring babes 
—and the cruelty of the rufhians. Day 
and nizht did 1 watch and weep over 
him—His incoherencies aiarinea—and 
his many prvois oi a fieng, though bg - 
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wildered affe&tion, melted and oppreffed 
my heart—{reely would] have tucren- 
deved mine to reitore his heaith— ut 
it was beyond the reach even of me- 
dical fkilleel was flattered by friends 
and phyiicians with the hope, that his 
diforder would take a favourable turn 
—and it did-—the tever abatei—he be- 
caine clear and rational, butoh, for how 
dhort a {pace ! he calied meto the bed- 
Sle, aud defired to fee his children: 
they were brought. He looked at them 
with a peculiar foftmefs ; it feeined to 
be a look of parting teudernefs, as the 
Jatt glances of parental folicitude: my 
agony and my fears increafed. I 
kneeled down by his bed-fide, and ta- 
king his hand which began to feel cold, 
and was covered with a chill perf{pi- 
vation, “* my deaveft Charles,” faid I, 
‘* what is the matter?"—* Be not 
alarmed, my love,” faid he: “ but I 
muft leave you very foon"—‘* O my 
God, my God!" cried I; it was all I 
could fay—-my fight,my fenfes left me— 
I {wooned away ; ail that I can recollect 
of mytelf afterwards, is, that when I 
caine to myfelf, I found I had been 
conveyed to anether chamber ; that fe- 
veral friends ftood around me in tears : 
with may firtt returning breath I enquir- 
ed about my dear Charles : they replied, 
that they hoped a change had taken 
piace for the better ; that L had belt try 
and compoie myielf. I infifted on being 
conveyed back to my hutbind; but 
while we were converfing on the matter, 
a child came haftily into the room, and 
cried out, * mr. Stanford is dead.” 
Thete words reached my heart like a 
faock of lightning, and with the light- 
ning’s power : had it fanifhed my being, 
how grateful fhoull I have been (if 
graticule be known in the regions of 
fiience). Again my reaton left me, and 
mauy days clapied betore it returned. 
I full poffei’s a faint recolleétion of fome 
of the wild rambles of imagination I 
experienced at this time, how much my 
heart and mind wece faitened to the image 
of my dear deceaied Charles .In this 
fituation 1 was, as 1 have fince been 
informed, when mr. Plunket came to 
fee me’; he had attended the funeral of 
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his nephew, and compaffionating my 
condition, direéted me to be conveyed 
with my babes to his own houfe. He 
wrote to my father, giving a itate of 
facts, but will I be credited when I fay, 
that a father’s heart had been fo aiie- 
nated by his prefent wife, from his tut- 
fering child, that he contented himicif 
with writing to mr. Plunket, and la- 
menting my fituauon, but without any 
otter of aflifiance, or even coming 
to fee me? The parents of my poor 
Charles were more compaihonate. They 
could not endure to vifit the father’s 
oifence on his innocent offspring : they 
took my two little girls home with 
them : my boy they left with mr. Piun- 
ket, butinfilted, as {oon as my fituation 
would admit, on receiving us in their 
own houfe. 
My Julia who had fapportea a conftant 
though forbidden correfpondence with 
her brother and myfelf, came with her 
tather, and remained fome time to at- 
tend me. Her affection and tendernefs 
were of infinite fervice: by means of it, 
and a ftrict obfervance of my phyfician’s 
direction, I was, in a few weeks, reitored 
again to myfelf : but trom my delirium, 
to how dreadful a reality did I awake ! 
—deprived of the excellent and beloved 
partner of my foul, on whom ail my 
affection and hopes of happinefs had 
retied, I found mytelf a folitary widow, 
with the charge of three poor little or- 
pnans on my hands—I looked around 
me for fome object of comfort, on which 
to lean; but all had delerted me. I was 
in the barien defart, thirity, yet with. 
out water. I was a pilgiiin, caft on a 
ftrange coalt, with {c ireely one fym. 
pathetic friend, that could minifter to 
my wants; all hopes and purfuits feem- 
ed to have come toa fatal, a final peri- 
od. Itelt as if I had nothing worth 
living for, fave my deititute babes ; and 
often, notwithitanding this tie, has my 
forlorn heart mott ardently prayed to 
the fupreme Being to reunite me te 
the departed obsett of my love—oh! with 
what extacy would I have laid down 
my lite, endon the fwi'teft wings of 
an ardent and tublime aifeStion, have 
aicended to the only one Tew loved 























































fupremely. Put it was the will of hea- 
ven that 1 fhould cont.nue here longer, 
to drink fil! dcepcr of the cup of woe, 
and to iecel the weight of accumulated 
diftrefs—I now endured exiiience for 
the izke of the dear uefcendants of my 
Cherks, and hed it net beer for them, 
Thad feltnotic ftrong enough to bind 
me to the world. 

My fituation altogether was, however, 
as comfortabie now as I bad reaion 
toexpeét. From the artention of mr. 
Plunket, I drew great relie!, and from 
the frequent communications I iceeived 
from my tx loved Julia, I felt the fincerett 
picaiure. In fome of her letiers the held 
eutan idea of paying me a vilii—ihis 
fupported my mind, tor fome time, and 
the good gil at length perform a her 
promife. She was attended by a young 
Ancricon gentleman, who had refided 
for a conficerable time in her neigh- 
bourhooi. He had psid her g eat and 
uninteniupted atientions for mezny 
Moviks—-and common report whilper- 
ed, thatere long they weuld be united 
for lite. Deeply intercfled as I was for 
the happincts of my friend, I took the 
earlieit opportunity of lewrning the true 
ground of thereport. Julic, with her 
uiual cancour, immediately folved my 
doubts. She told me mr. Delton had 
indeed been particularly attentive to her 
for a fries of time: that he had 2vow- 
ed his patlion—and gained her affection ; 
that fhe had hefitated a while, in con- 
fer.ting to be his, as a neceflary conte- 
quence of this, would be her removal 
to Amevica—ihat this was the only 
obie€tion with her parents; but that 
they had been prevailed on to give 
up this pornte—-and confent toa unin, 
even on the terms of her rea: quifhin 
her native country forever. 

‘The busting figh, anc the rifirg tear, 
fhewed how tenderly this) ci cumitance 


affeGted bers but her heat was mr. 


Delten’s—and what dificultics can de- 
fiLoy 2 purpo'c, tugaeled by true fe- 
mraie Er sSheien the w ware 
of t frets fhe fhould fee. im pai Ing 
forever m tho-ef s, wih whom 
{! } to & her } —-and 
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forts had been drawn—that it was a 
folemn parting, when relatives were 
feparated without a hope of meeting, 
ull they met beyond the grave. How- 
ever, that the confidered this facrifice 
due to a man of merit, and to the af- 
fections of her heart; that the cempli- 
ei with what the deemed the voice of 
Providence, and was encouraged to ex- 
pest happinefs, when in the path of 
virtue; but fhe intreated, that, while 
fhe left all her own family behind, I 
might not be of the number—fhe urg- 
ed me affectionately to biend my fate, 
and the fate of my littl ones with 
hers—to lesve a country, where I had 
tew ties io bind me, and to become an 
adventurer with her, beyond the At- 
lantic; that fhe would be married 
privatcly in a very fhort time; but 
fhe infiited on my being prefent at the 
ceremony; and as foon after as_pofli- 
ble, the expeéted to take her paifage in 
a veffel bound to America, 

The propofition of leaying my friends 
and my country, I muft own, at firft 
ftartled me much : and in the apprehen- 
fion of the moment, I fuggetted that I 
did not think I could comply with her 
benevolent requeft ; but at her repeated 
folicitation, I agreed to confider the 
matter ferioufly. But as to being pre- 
fentat her marriage, I told her what- 
ever pleafure I might once have taken 
in a circumftance of that kind, at pre- 
fent it would recal too many painful 
icenes to memory, and at ence give me 
diltrets—-and render me a damp to the 
enjoyment of others. A few days after 
this, when my friend had returned to 
her father’s, I pondered ferioufly on the 
profpect fhe had opened to my view. 
On the one hand, I pidiured to mytelf 
the pai of parting for ever from many 
friends, whom I jeved, although fome 
had treated me wnkindiv—the dangers 
of the ocean—the uncertainty of my 
fate, when I reached ihe other fide of 
the ocean: —my dependence en friends 
who weie ulite | tome by no te of blood 
the forlorn firustion, in which 
I fliould be Jet’, 1f my Jusia were to die. 
On the other hind, 1 secolle&ed the 
wu ity dn d experienced from fome of 
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my neareft relations; that my own fa- 
ther had abandoned me; that even were 
he to receive me beneath his root—there 
I could tafte no comfort with a rough 
unkind ftep-mother ; that dependence 
was therefore my lot, and that I could 
endure this {tate with no one fo well as 
with my fifter and friends. 
My health was dec.ining—my fpi- 
rits were gone—and I was induced to 
believe, that a voyage acrofs the 
ocean would reftore both. At any 
rate, I theught a change of place could 
not fubtraét from my happinefs, for 
that was gone too effectually ever to re- 
turn in a place which daily obtruded on 
my mind recolleé&tions of paft enjoy- 
ments, which death had fnatched away, 
and buried with my Charles. On thefe 
grounds I concluded, that if urged a- 
gain by Julia, and by her future com- 
panion, I fhould confent to attend 
them. Afew days after this, my dear 
friend’s marriage was announced to me, 
by a letter from herfelf, and one from 
mr. Dalton, in which argument and in- 
treaty were ufed to perfuade me into a 
compliance with their requeft. I did 
not keep them long in fulpence—but 
figniied my acquiefcence as early as I 
could, in their benevolent plan. Shortly 
after the adoption of this refolution, 
I communicated it to mr. Plunket, with 
whom I {til was—and to my father. 
The fir vemonftrated againft the plan— 
but in fuch a way as led me to believe, 
that the kindaefs he had hitherto thewn 
me, was rather from a compailion that 
every mind of ordinary fenfibility muft 
experience——than from a peculiar affec- 
tion fer myfelf; and that if I could be 
decently provided for, without giving 
the world occafion to reficét on him, as 
a man ef inhumanity, he would feel no 
great regret im parting with me. 

To my father I communicated my 

purpofe, by the following thort letter— 
“ Dear fir, 

«© The affection and gratitude due to 
my only parent, as the inftrument of 
my being, and the fource of much of 
my happinels in early life, have led me 
in this way to inform him of my in- 
tention in a few days to fail in company 
with mr. and mrs. Dalton for Ameri- 
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ci. As Texpe& never after my depar- 
twe to meet my father or nuer unearth, 
it would be a great-confolation to me, 
once mors to fee them eve we part for 
life, to «fk their forgivenefs of my pat 
offences againft the wifhes—and to 
receive thet: bleffing, and heir prayers 
for my happinefs. But if this requett 
fhould be deemed unreaionable, and I 
fhould not be gratified with one lait in- 
terview—you will accept, my father, 
and will prefent to my fitter, my ardent 
wifhes for your mutual health and peace, 
and that you may never feel one pang 
like any of thole daily experienced by 
your afflicted, but affectionate daughter. 
A. 5S. 

This letter I gave to a fpecial meflen- 
ger, with an iniunétion to deliver it to 
my father himfelf—and to wat an an- 
fwer, if any fhould be offered. On his 
return, which was immediate, he told 
me, that on hearing from whonvrhe came 
—and perufing the contents of the let- 
ter, my father raifed his eyes and hands 
to heaven, and broke forth into a tor- 
rent of griefehe fid, “he hal wronged 
his poor daughter—this dear Ameia— 
nd while there was yet room for re- 
pentance, and amendment, he wouid fly, 
to her, and give her that reaef which 
yet was in his power.” I mut own I 
was much affected at this information— 
I could fee the violence of mv father’s 
returning affeftion—I thought I could 
obferve the forrow that would fill his 
heart, at the idea of having for ever 
exiled from her home and her country, 
achild he had reared and loved—and 
who had never deiignedly offended him 
in her life. My resolution faultered— 
but it was ftaggered more, when prefent- 
ly after, as I fatin my chamber, I was 
afked if IT could bear to fee my father and 
filter. Ina tremulous tone, I haftily an- 
fwered, yes: but I was too weak for 
the interview—my breath grew fhort— 
I feit a violent throbbing at my heart ; 
a little time, however, recovéred me in 
adegree—but when [heard my father’s 
weil-known voice, below ftairs, enguir- 
ing, *©in which room he fhovul!d find 
his daughter Amelia,” and when I heard 
his and my fifter’s foot afcending the 
ftairs, all my tenfes lett me—and 1 
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fwooned in the arms of the maid, who 
attended me. The firft objets that 
firuck me, when I recovered my facul- 
thes, were my father bending over me 
with a look of piteous tenderneis—iny 
fitter kneeling by my fide, bathed in 
tears, with my little fon in her arms, 
and the domeftics around ufing rettor- 
atives formy recovery—I extended my 
arms to my father and fifter alternately, 
and from each received an embrace of 
the tendereft affection. When we were 
able to converfe, we talked over many 
vents, till finally, we glanced on the 
one that had produced the prefent meet- 
ing. They hoped I was not ferious in 
the {cheme of leaving Britain for Ame- 
rica. I affured them that I was—and 
that nothing now I believed could alter 
my determination. They intreated me 
not to think of fuch athing—they argu- 
ai—they pleaded with me—they wept— 
during three days they ftayed with us, 
the fubieét was often renewed—my ta- 
ther offered all he could do for my af 

fiftance, and that of my children, But 
I had now made up my mind: I was 
not to be diverted from my purpofe ;: 
they had influence enough over me, how. 
ever, to prevail on me to leave one of my 
girls to be educated by my filter, who 
as yet had none. 

Things being thus arranged, I began 
to prepare induiirioufly for my voyage. 
Every convenience my father could fur- 
nits me with, was provided, and the day 
fet for our departure. On the one pre- 
vious to this, my father and fifter azain 
eame down, and remained with us. We 
paffed it in gloom and forrow—after a 
night of weeping, the morning of em- 
barkation arrived—with ftreaming eyes, 
and bleeding hearts, we took our lft 
forewel of each other—we were foon 
under way—and on the broad tempef- 
tuous ocean. No material occurrence 
hoppened till we reached America. 

As foon as we had landed anu made 
enquiry into the ftate of things, mr. 
Dalton found that it was Rot a time to 
enter largely into trade—the peace be- 
tween England and America had been 
concluded tor fome time,and a vaft inun- 
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united ftates from every quarter; he 
therefore wifely pefolved to retire from 
bufineis, and fix himielf im. ome*of thee 
{mall towns of Conneéticut, near witicl 

his father liyedon a large and produé- 

tive farm. Accordingly, here owe ‘rex 

movede—-and here we now livesswe' 
have an intelligent and genteel fociety 

in the town—we are punétual in our 

devotions inthe family and at church 

the manners of the people are congeniab 

with our own—and aktho’ wetubtitt ow 
little, we live very comfortably—for my 

own part, I havelittle to expeét from 

this worl:!—affliétion has led me to res 

gard religion as the fupreme and only 

rational jource of happinets in life. In 

my devotions to God—in: the education: 

of my children-—and im littlecharities to 

my neighbours, I tind my chief happi+ 

nefs and employment. I pais. a pros 

portion of every day im reading, or im 

writing to abfent friends, from whom, 

inreturn, I hear frequently. 

Thus pafies time—thusam_ I haften- 
ing to that “ undifeovered country; 
from whofe bourne no traveller returns."* 
Soon fhall I reach the end of my pil- 
grimage—foon fhall this {pirit meet and 
mingle with the {pirit of my dear de« 
parted Charles—we hall meet—O 
rapturous thought | and never be part- 
ed more—we fthalltogether bafk: in the 
effuigence of deity—we thaill live in 
the tencereft amity throuchout thelong, 
long ages of an endlefs hereatter. 


-0o- © -0- 
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Picafe to give the following: letters, 
&c. written by Warner Miffin, of 
Delaware ftatey a place in your Mu- 
fium, They are calcuiated to refute 
the reflexions that were lately caft 
upop him by fome members. of con- 
giels, ond te fhew that heis not only 
diftinguithed by his exvenfive phi- 
lanthropy, but by a found judgiment ; 
and that his prnuence and “good 
temper were equal to his zeal invhrs 
late attempt to promote the caufe of’ 
humanity, at the teat of the federal 
governinent. A. D, 
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To the committee on the quakers petition, 

ewere fubmitted the following queries. 

I. HE THER congrefs have 

not full and clear power to 

prevent any citizen of the united ttates, 

from being concerned in the African 
flave trade toforeign parts ? 

Il. Whether their power do not ex- 
tend to prevent foreigners fitting out 
veflels in any of the ports of the united 
ftates, for the flave trade, under heavy 
penalties ? 

II}. Whether it be not the indifpen- 
fable duty of congrefs, (feeing it is the 
prevailing opinion of the largeft part 
of the members of that body, as well 
as much the largeft part of the citizens 
of the united ftates, that the flave trade 
is at leaft barbarous and inhuman) not 
only to extend their powers in the 
cafes above mentioned, which, it is con- 
ceived, may be done without the leait 
mfringement of the conftitution ; but 
whether it be not their duty likewife to 
hold up to public view, a continual 
avowal of fentiment, correfpondent 
with the declarations heretofore made, 
particularly on the head of government, 
which, being inftituted for the welfare of 
mankind, ought to be adfiniftered for 
the attainment of that end by exertions 
to the full? Thus might be prelerved 
the principles of the revolution, and 
the honour and ftability of congreis, 
without any infringement of the power 
of an individual flate, or violation of 
the conftitution. 

And whether it be net reafonable to 
conciude, that the great Author of our 
exiffence will, in difpleafure, take cogni- 
zance of the negle&, if, by the want of 
this* difeountenance, multitudes of our 
unoffencing fellow men, fhould be 
brought from their native land into 
barNarous flavery, efpecially if we be- 
lieve they are with ourfelves equally 
his children, and he a God, who is no 
re{pefter of perfons ? 

* He who rules over men, muft be 
jut, ruling in the fear of God*.” 

This brings rulers under obligation, 


NOTE. 


* 2 Sam. xui. 3. 
Vor. VIIL. No. IT. 
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not to fuffer their judgments to be mif- 
led by party influence ; they will find, 
at their peril, that they are bound to 
know no man in judgment, but to re- 
gard the poor aswelias the rich, and 
to do equal juftice—O happy land, 
whofe rulers are thus governed, thoie 
will remember, 
That “ vengeance is mine, I will repay, 
faith the Lori+.” 
Submitted to {sid committee, by 
WAENER MIFFLIN. 
Nexw York, 2d of 24 mo. 1790. 
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William Shotwell's, 
10th of 3d mo. 1799; 

RESPECTED FRIEND, 

Hope I may addrefs thee thus, with- 
I out offence. I cannot forefee how 
any can be given, when I feel as I do to- 
wards thee: intruth I feel refpee& for 
thee; then thereis fafety as to that; 
and why thou art not my friend, I ean- 
not conceive. I love thee—I with thec 
well—and would not injure thee know- 
ingly more than I would myéfelf; then 
why is it not proper to ftile thee 
my friend? I think I ought not to have 
an enemy in the world. I never have 
been offended with thee---not even {fo 
much as ever to remember (that I can 
call to mind) when in thy company 
what thou hadit faid about quakers. 
Tien * the wounds of a friend are 
fanhful—when the kiffes of an enemy 
are deceitful,” I know I am thy friend. 
On this ground I hope thou wilt con- 
fider me, and not beangry with - 
me. 

I therefore having this hape, end 
feeling my mind engaged toward thee ; 
think itrmght te open myleif to thee in 
this manner, as it does not feem a- 
greeable to thee to receive a vifit from 
me ; rather put it off to vifitme st my 
quaters : but this has not been thecale, 
though it would have been agreeable. 

Thou mayeft be doubtful that my 
coming will corrupt tay fervants: this 
I would with caretully to guard agaimit, 


NOTE, 


+ Romans xi. 19. 
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rot to make them vreftlefs or diffatis fied 
in their condition, Though I am ful- 
ly latisfied, many of that people have 
underftanding fufficient to know itis un- 
juft on every principle thus to treat their 
colour; yet I uniformly reeommend 
to them wherever occafion occurs, to 
fubmit in patience to their fituation, re- 
figning their caufe to God Almighty, 
that he may do withand for them ac- 
cording to his will. On this principle I 
have prevailed on fome to return to 
their mafters, when I have feen them 
near an hundred miles off. They have 
returned with a letter from me, and I 
have received the thanks of their maf- 
ters therefor. And as far as I know, this 
is the conduétof the quakers generally, 
to advife the negroes to remain quiet, 
be honeft and faithful in their fervice. 
Ihavehad a prejudiced education in 
favour of negro holding, and was large- 
ly bound thereto by intereft ; and never 
would have given up mine, I believe, 
if I could have conceived I might have 
gotto heaven, (as I believe there is fucha 
place) and have kept them; but did 
believe, and yet do, that let me have 
done what I would otherways, the 
main avenues to that kingdom, would 
have been effe&tually fhut againft me ; 
for with what reafon could I have ex- 
pected it, when continuing in the open 
violation of the law and commandment 
of the high God, viz. * Thou fhalt 
love the Lord thy God, with all thy 
Heart; foul, and ftrength, and thy 
neighbour as thyfelf.”” “his command 
I underftand to include al] the fons and 
daughters of men, of all nations, co- 
fours, and languages : and if I do ma- 
nifeftly aé& fo differently from this of 
loving my neighbour as myielf, that 
I fhould hold them as my property, 
and leave them as fuch to be divided 
among my children, as cattle and horfes, 
endeared hufbands and wives feparated, 
mothers torn from their tender offspring, 
{ believe my love to God, let me pro- 
tefs what I might, would be no more 
thanthe fownding brafs, and tinkling 
c~mbal. Let me have offered thoufands 
of lambs, or ren thoutand rivers of oil, 
ven the very fruitof my body for 
of mv foul, it would have been 
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unavailing, while I was fo very fhortin 
doing juflly, loving mercy, andwalking 
humbly before God, which-is what L 
firmly believe he yet. calls; for, and 
what he fhews unto the workmanfhip 
of his hands, and 1s what he expects, ere 
they thali be in favour with him. And 
therefore, being one who, having ex- 
perienced the terrors of the Lord for this 
fin, and through his adorable mercy 
and goodnefs, been made partaker of 
a portion of his joy and peace for yield- 
ing obedience to the teachings of his 
divine grace, am willing im the ability 
afforded, to perfuade my. countrymen 
and fellow mortals, fully believing that 
light on this fubje&t is. come into the 
world, craving that they may not choofe 
darknels, rather than hght, by continu- 
ing in deeds of iniquity. 

I hope thou wilt bear with me. I de- 
fire not to offend thee. Beluve me te 
be thy friend; then I think thou wilt 
allow me the freedom taken. We both, 
I prefume, acknowledge the being of a 
God; that he is the Creator of all things ; 
that he created man in the image of him- 
felf, and gave him dominion over ail 
other creatures ; that he created him for 
a purpofe of his own glory 5 and, irom 
thence that we thal} agree, that he is 
the great Father of the family of maa- 
kind. This, I take for granted, . we 
fhall agree in, as Thope we fhail, in. the 
authenticity of the facred writings of 
the fcriptures: if fo, then. we may unite, 
that the great Father, as.a fafsty to his 
children, has declared,“ that at the hand 
of every man’s brother, will he require 
the lifeof man.” This, together, with 
the command, firft, ** to love the Lord 
thy God, &c. and thy neighbour a: 
thyfelf,” is a wall of fecurity and .faf- 
prefer vation for all fuch as live in the 
fear of God, and bélieve that he. will 
finally bring them to account for their 
actions and doings in this werld, and 
reward every one according to what 
their deeds may have been,,. God 
Almighty grat, if it be his. holy will, 
that this belict may not by the fubtil 
intrigues of fatan, get out of fafaion 
with any of our rulers, Whea the a- 
forefaid fear takes place, it will alfo 
beget @ cave to the fulfilling the injunc- 
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tion’of! oir bleed Lord, viz. ‘* what- 
fotvér ye-would, that other men fhould 
do unto ‘yous do you even fo unto 
them.” ‘This’ ptits the former out of 
difpute, if any doubt had arifen, refpec- 
ting the propriety of owning people of 
another nation, as our neighbours ; 
now, as‘ foon'as we do ackwowledge 
them to be men, then we are immedi- 
ately put under the Son’s obligation. 
And further to enforce the neceflity 
hereof, though he was the Son of God, 
yet he confeffed that whofoever did the 
will of his Father, the fame (though he 
might have a black fkin) is his bro- 
ther, &c. and pointed out in forcible 
language, that an injury done to fuch, 
was to be confidered as done to himfelf. 
And we find it repeated, thaton this was 
grounded the dreadful fentence, “ de- 
part from me, I know you not” Oh! 
what would a thoufand worlds like this, 
do then for us! 

Thus I confider all men to ftand on 
the footing as brethren, and bound by 
the aforefaid obligations ; and that no- 
thing fhort of a {pecial divine commil- 
fion, will, or has ever authorized in any 
ase, the vidlation thereof, without in- 
curring the fupreme difpleafure; and 
that this never was granted againft 
men, but for their fins, iniquities, and 
tranfgreifian of the laws of heaven, and 
then never to perpetuate flavery from 
one genération to another, I do be- 
lieve, firice’men had an exiftence, which 
would be to make the innocent fuffer 
for the guilty. Thus flands my be- 
‘lief'as to myfelf, which I do not with 
‘toinipofe Of any man, but by con- 
vidtion; if [ might be inftrumental 
thereto. Then how this would perfe- 
eute— I ani at ajofs to fee—or how any 
motion, we haye made, can be fo. I 
think that the perfecution lies on the 
ther fide, in wanting the federal go- 
vernment to fan@ion what I believe 
nine-tenths of the citizens of America 
reprowate. (here I ipeak largely—how- 
ever within boundsin my judgment) 
that is, the infamous flave trade. Now if 
the Carolinas and Georgia have this 
trade open to themfelves, unembarrafied 
by the federal government, where is 


the perfeaution ? no attempt being made 
to take from them the negroes that they 
have, Iamat a lofs to diicover what this 
charge can arife from, except it is, that 
a belief is profeffed that the practice of 
flavery is oppreffive and inhuman: to 
be fure, this 1s held up not only by qua- 
kers, but by men of all ranks, and dif- 
ferent nations: yet if individuals can 
reconcile it to themfelves, and to their 
Maker, I am for men to judge for them- 
felves ; and as to this, under the pecu- 
liar circumftances of things, if congrefs 
had unqueftionably the power to eman- 
cipate ali the flaves in America, I fhould 
be forry to fee them pafs an aét for their 
immediate liberation : although I firmly 
believe the Almighty will, in his own 
way and time, bring their deliverance 
about. I alfo believe if it be done in 
favour tous and them, it will be by 
gradation—by the minds of mep be- 
coming more and more enlightened; and 
as obedience is yielded, and keeps pace 
with knowledge, the work may be 
brought about in fafety. But if we 
fhould be found fighting, as it were, 
againft the Almighty, this may procure 
his difpleafure, fo as to produce fome- 
thing dreadful to us ; kis power being 
the fame as when he made a pathway in 
the great deep, by dividing the waters 
thereof, forhis people to go through : yea, 
equal te what it was in the creation, 
when he faid, * let it be,” and it was fo, 
and the world we inhabit came forth in- 
to being. Oh ! may we reverence and 
adeve this power, that we may be pre- 
ferved in the favour thereof: for thould 
our conduétproduce the reverfe,even one 
day may bring amazement and horror 
tous. I feel for the fouthern people 
with much fympathy, and lament their 
condition, believing nothing fhort of the 
power of the higheit can deliver them 
ftom their difficulties ( 1 mean the 
whites) ; and oh! that he might be se- 
verently fought forby them. 

I truft, my conduct for thefe fixteen 
years, has given convincing proof to 
the world, of the fincerity of my pro- 
feffions, as beli up in the foregoing 
communication; having not only libe 
rated thofe I had of my own, but 1 
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a confiderable rifk, in liberating thofe 
that belonged to an eltate, to which I 
was executor, as alfo in making reftitu- 
tion to fuch as I had held, and in pur- 
chafing thofe that had belonged to the 
family, to make free—this I do not 
mention ina beafting way—but jult 
to confirm my belicf, refpecting the 
iniquity of this pradlice: and if all I 
have done, or can yet do,may be a means 
of wiping off from me the ftains of 
guilt, on account of this injured people, 
I fhall think it a gieat favour : wherein 
Ido much defire alfo, to remove in the 
Lord’s way and time the guilt from our 
nation ; for this caufe, my concern is 
great, to flop, as much as can be done 
with competency, the wicked, barba- 
rous, inhuman, and devilifh trade to A- 
frica for flaves. What theft, what rob- 
bery, what murder to exceed this! my 
belief none is, or can be a&ied under 
the fun: wherein the accomip.ices, aid- 
ers, aud abettors are proportionabiy 
giulty; and though it were fanctioned by 
the laws of all the nations of the earth, 
yet will it never receive the royal fig- 
net of the King of kings; but furely 
do I believe his indignation thereat will 
be more end more confpicucus, til he 
burit the bands of all thof laws and 
decrees that countenance it. 

For, my friend, let us juft reafon on 
this fubje& a little; did ever the people 
of Africa injure us m any fenie? then 
why flould we defire to fo grievoufly 
affict them? I think to perfons of 
fenfe and humanity it is fearcely need- 
ful to fay any more, than mer- 
tion this fubje&t. Indeed I feel fo, that 
T can fcarcely bear to refle&t on it. I 
told my wife in 2 letter the other day, 
if the and J were fo feized, and on our 
way to the Weft Indies expeéting to be 
fold one on one ifland, and the other on 
another—QOna horrible, horrible indeed ! 
Thus I feel; how canI help it? it is 
cifagreeable to meto have thofe fenta- 
tions—I cannot help them—and fo am 
conftrained to plead with others. 

I have a particular regard to thee,and 
believe,if thou had been willing toa fur- 
ther acquaintance, it would have term1- 
nated in as much fatisfaction to thyfelf ; 
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however, be that as it may, I with: thy 
temporal and eternal happinefs, and am 
thy friend, WARNER MIFFLIN. 
To ———, niember of the 
heufe of reprefentatives of the 
united ftates, for the ftate of 
South Carolina. 





——2- aa 
Addreffed to congre{s. 
VERY, whether it i, not the duty 
of eyery friend to humanity, 
delegated in congrefs with the power of 
legiflation, to exert the utmoft ftrength 
thereof, as fpeedily and efficacioully 
as circumftances will admit, to prevent 
any further progrefs in the African 
flave trade? Would I could impart to 
the members of your body, my fe-lings 
on that head, which are, fuppofing I 
hada father, mother, brother, fiftew—or, 
what would be as feyerely pinching, 
fuppofe my beloved wife was there, and 
likely to be torn from all, which men 
call dear, and put on board a veffel 
owned by acitizen of America, and to 
be fitted out of one of the ports of 
the united ftates, the beginning of next 
month, or by a foreigner coming into 
one of the atoreiaid ports, to proyure a 
cargo, for fuch a voyage, among which 
cargo were hogfheads of tron handcuffs 
made by an American in this land of 
freedom. Oh! how would w fight of 
this, fill my very foul with hom or. 
Thus I view this ugly monfter, and 
cannot help participating fomewhat of 
their bitter cup, in a feeling fympathy 
with and for thofe poor unhappy tudev- 
ers. And believe it is the fafe way for 
the members to determine by endea- 
vouring to make the cate of the Afri- 
cans their own; aadif they have not 
power to prevent ten thouland of the 
innocent inhabitants of Africa being 
brought away by robbery and murder, 
yea, tuch as is to be exceeded by no fia- 
vage barbarity ; and which on an in- 
quifttion for blood (which I believe 
will be made by that ingomprehenfible 
power, who, being omnipotent, knows 
ail the actions of men) all parties con- 
cerned, wilihave their reward. therefor, 
even thofe whofe power and duty. it was 
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to prevent, and who neglected the fame. 
I calculate on the number of Afri- 


- eaiiis!'torn ‘in’ this’ manner, fuppofing, 


one-halfsto. be brought to the fourhern 
ftates, and the other bv veflels belong- 
ing to, or fitted out of American ports, 
are carried to foreign markets, which 
clearly congrels have power to prevent 
without touching the conftitution, or 
giving any juft occafion of uneafinefs. 
Tamm as tepacious of fupporting the 
umon, asany of the fouthern delegates, 
which, hope, will be manifeited ; but 
at is A common proverb, that the delay 
of juffice, is the denial thereof : and. 
perhaps this very bufinels, being 
delayed only one month, may occation 
thoutands of perfons to be centered in 
flavery, worfe than death. I fhoukd ra- 
ther my chikiren hada period put to 
their exiftence, than to be fo dealt by. 
This is theclear fentiment of a weil- 
wither to the true in‘evefts and welfare of 
Arnerica. WARNER MIFFLIN, 
New York, 16th 3d mo. 1790. 
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A letter to , chairman of 
the committee on the quakers’ petition. 





«* Open thy mouth for the dumb—in 
the caufe of all fuch as are appointed 
to deftruction.”” 

FRIEND, 

HE {ubftance of the above has 

this day or two frequently revived 
in my mind, and I thought might be 
a fufficient anfwer to thofe uneafy fpi- 
rits, who pretend not to know what 
right or authority the quakers have to 
move as they do, in behalt of the op- 
preffed Atricans. Indeed quettions of 
this kind have a tendency more tully 
to open my under ftanding on that head : 
and this morning it fixed clear in my 
mind, that our concera was to labour 
to promulgate the doctrines of the 
gofpel of our Lord and Saviour Jeius 
Chrift, viz. “* whatfoever ye would 
that others fhould do unto you, do you 
even fo unto them.” This doétrine I 
conceive we have a right to propagate 
from one end of the earth to the other, 
if required by him—even if fome might 
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be touched ina tender fpot thereby, to 


the raifing a tumult againft us, as the 
fhrine-makers to Diana of Ephefus did 
againtt Paul, crying out: “ By this 
craft we have our wealth; but they 
mult with that hold up, that Great 
was Diana of Ephefus, whom Afia and 
the world worthipped.”’—TI, therefore, 
tceling my mind impreffed pretty clofe- 
ly this morning on this fubject, reflect- 
ing, that on the report of this very com- 
mittee, might depend the temporal nap- 
pinefs or mifery of thoufands of my 
icilow-creatures, whereon I thought If 
was free juit to communicate this much 
farther on that fubjeét, defiring your 
folid attention thereto, and that the Al. 
mighty, if he pleafe, may difpofe your 
hearts to receive and fupply tuem with 
a portion of his fuperior wifdom, that 
what is done may tend to his glory, 
and the welfare of my country, (for 
whiek I am at times ready to trembic) 
and the perce of your minds ; fo wifheth 
thy real friend, 
WARNER MIFFLIN. 

P. S. Idon’t defire to urge impro- 
perly : but it would be exceedingly a- 
greeable to tome of us, to have the com- 
mittee report as early as they could with 
propriety ; as we are here from our 
homes, on no other bufinefs. I am poor- 
ly, and the morning is damp, or I would 
have ftept to fee thee; and fhould be 
glad to know, whether the committee 
is like to make a report foon ? 

—_—=aOoa]>-—— 
Remarks on the weather, and difeafes, 
Jor Fune 1790. 

ERY waim and rainy weather 
prevailed in the beginning, but 
it became more dry, and cool in the 
progrefs of the month. From the 13th 
to the 25th there was not one day of 
rain; but atter thi:, and to the end of 

the month, it rained frequently. 

The city, during the greateit part of 
this month, was remarkably healthy ; 
no difeafe having prevailed, worthy ot 
being noticed : the following obferva- 
tions, however, which it may not be im. 
proper to infert, were intended for the 
lait number, but poftponed for want of 
room. 


Tie influenza, which had jut made 
















































ats fecond appearanee, towards the end 
of lait April, continued to {pread more 
and more every day, till the middle of 
June, when itentirely dilappeared. The 
fymptorns of thé dileafe, were nearly 
the fame, as when it prevailed here laft 
autumn*, and like that, attacked per- 
fons of all ranks and ages. So univer- 
fal was it, thatno defcription or charac- 
ter of people efcaped the diforder : even 
children at the breaft had it, many of 
whoin fuffered feverely. The preient 
one, however,was by no means fo violent 
in its effe&ts on the conftitution: the 
inflammatory diathefis being f{carcely 
ever fo great as to require a fingle bleed- 
ing, which, before, it was neceflary to 
ufe once or twice. Indeed the complaint 
feemed to partake more of the nature 
of an aithenia, than otherwife: as the 
prtients were not only attacked with 
pains, in every part of their body ; but 
conspiained of the greateft wearinets, 
and total want of exertion, through 
the whole courfe of the difeafe ; and 
thewed other marks of the greateft de- 
bility.  Afthmatic and coniumptive 
perfons, or thofe previoufly debilitated 
by other difeafes, (feveral of whom, 
however, particularly the former, ef- 
caped it, both times) who had the in- 
flucnza, fuffered feverely : and many 
inftances occurred in thole of weakly 
habits, dying this fpring, who had had 
the chteate Isft fall, Its laft appearance, 
however, was fo mild, that people in 
general, were their own phyficians ; and 
it is worthy of beimg remarked, that 
akthough no diferder was probably ever 
more univerial, yet the mortality of 
this, when compsred with other epi- 
deniics, was very fmall. 

With reipect tothe treatment of the 
complamt, it was fimple and plain; no 
NOTE. 

* Fora hiftory of the difeafe, as it 
appeared in the city laft autumn, tee 
the Mufeun for April. Although the 
fymptoms were, for the moft part, thofe 
of a common catarrh, yet the nature and 
caufe of the influenza differed exceed- 
ingly, from that dileafe, as I hope pre- 
featly to thew. 
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general rule, however, was obferved : for 
in fomeitwas neceffary to ufe- the cors 
dial regimen from the firft attack ; while 
in others, a low diet was neceffary—~ 
with free expofure to the cold air, and 
occafional emetics to relieve the breaft, 
and promote expectoration. The cough 
was affuaged by demulcents, and’ dis 
luting mucilaginous liquors : gentle 
laxatives and diaphoretics were alfe 
ufed with great advantage : and where 
no marks of inflammatory diathefis 
were prefent, opiates were given to a« 
bate the cough. After which, by the 
ufe of elixir vitriol, generous and nou- 
rifhing diet, with moderate exercife, 
it feldom happened that the health of the 
patient was not fpeedily and perfettly 
re-eftablifhed. 

The variety of eonjeftures, which 
have been formed, andthe numerous 
opinions offered by many, with refpeét 
to the natureand caufe of the influenza, 
are truly ridiculous. For while fome al- 
leged that it arofe from a putrefaétion 
ot the atmofpheref, and thought that 
the ‘* prefent negleéted ftate of the bu- 
rying grounds in New England, con- 
tributed to the increafe of the dreadful 
malady ;*° others afferted, that the dif- 
eafe was ne more than a common ca- 
tarrh or cold, or, in other words, that 
the fenfible qualities of the air, were 
the fame as thofe, ulually produétive 
of common catarrhs or colds; while 
others again alleged that it was totally 
independent of the fenfible qualities of 
the atmotphere ; but attributed the 
caufe to ** fome contagious fubftance 
fufpended in the air."* The firft of thefe 
opinions needs no refutation, or even 


NOTE, 


+ To prove this, they had recourfe te 
a report, very generally circulated, that 
a phyfician in this city laft-fall, when 
(this difeafe prevailed here) appertd- 
ed a piece of freth beef to the tail 
of a kite, which, having remained for 
fome time a confiderable height i the 
atmofphere, came down putrid.» Phave 
the authority, however, of the-gentle. 
man alluded to, to deny the oe pea 
of the fact. ~es V2 RE of? 
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bare difcuffion ; to the two latter, howe- 
ver, fome attention fhall be paid. A- 
gainft the idea of the difeafe being no 
more than a comimon catarrh, it may 
be offered as an objection of fome 
weight, that the influenza isa complaint 
of. all Gafons and climates: for, from 
the hiftory of feveral in Europe, handed 
down.to us by authors, we find that 
previous to, and at the appearance of, 
each epidemic, not only a different but 
dire&tly oppofite kind of weather pre- 
vailed. And dr. Ruth, we are told, laft 
winter informed his pupils, that he has 
obferved the fame thing three different 
times in this country, viz. in the winter 
of 1761, May 1771, Oétober and No- 
vember 1789. From dr. Heberden, we 
alfo learn, that the epidemical cold of 
June 1762, was preceded by weather 
remarkable for “ being as uncommon- 
ly warm,” as the feafon preceding that 
of 1767, *‘ was unufually cold.” Dr. 
Fothergill likewife obferves, that in the 
winter of 1775, when the influenza was 
univerfal in London and throughout 
Europe, ‘* the weather was of the moft 
equal temperature he ever knew ;” but 
in the ipring of 1782, dr. Hamilton re- 
marks, ‘‘ that the weather was uncom- 
monly unfavyourable—{now, froft, rain, 
thunder and lightning to a great degree, 
conftituting the weather where he 
xemmained ;*’ and laft fall, the weather 
both preceding and during the continu- 
ance of the difeafe, was very dry, while 
in April it was very wet: but further, 
if the difeafe was no more than acom- 
moncatarrh, it would have difappeared, 
when the weather, which caufed it, had 
changed ; but no alteration, oreven tem- 
porary fufpenfion of the difeafe, was 
perceived upon the alteration of the 
fate of the weather. From this fketch 
of f{everal epidemical influenzas, and 
from many more that might be quoted, 
were it neceflary or convenient, it ap- 
pears, that the fuppofition of the dif- 
eafe being caufed by the weather, is 
evidently falfe. The other opinion, 
nore generally received, and which was 
adopted even by thofe whom we thould 
have expected to entertain a contrary 
Nea, is {upported upon no better foun- 
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dation. For it.is nat poflible, that the 
contagious particles could be carried 
feveral hundred miles through the air, 
without being cither totally changed, 
or completely diflipated; as we know 
the air is unable to convey the nok 
fubtil of all contagions, that of the 
plague, toany confiderable diftane: am 
an active ftate, but is propagated only 
by contact. Befides, we find that in the 
year 1782, the complaint was equally 
general and fevere in the intenic cold 
of Ruffia, as in the parching heat of the 
Eaft Indies, Spain, and Italy; and 
that it prevailed with the fame degree 
of violence in wet as in the mof dry 
countries. Thofe contagious particles, 
therefore, that could withfand fuch 
different and oppofte kinds of weather, 
fhew a degree of permanency or viru- 
lence, thatis not only both difficult to 
conceive of, but exceeds the bounds of 
credibility ; and is contrary to the ana- 
logy of other contagious diieafes, which 
have been obferved to lie dormant in 
veflels,&c.in a warm climate ; but {pread 
defolation and deftruétion upon their 
coming to a cold one. 

Having, as I think, fufficiently fliewn 
to the fallacy of fome opinions with re-+ 
fpeét to the caufe of the influenza, I thall 
obferve, that although all our attempts to 
difcover the origin of this diteafe muft be 
fruitle(s, being poffefied of as little real 
knowledge concerning the fource or 
origin of it, as we are of the meafies, 
fmall pox, &c. itis, neverthelefs, very 
clear, that it depends upona {fpecific 
contagion, and like, other difeales of 
that nature, is propagated by contaéi, 
the fufficiently near approach of an m- 
fefted perfon, or by fubftanees capable 
of retaining the infection, fuch as wool, 
cotton, &c*. Accordingly it was ebierv - 
ed, both laft autumn andthis fpring, 
that travellers, who caught the difeafe 


NOTE. 


* An inftance of the difeafe being 
propagated in this manner, is related in 
the med. communications, where it was 
conveyed from Dublin to a town an 
hundred miles diftant, in a {mall tr - 
of wearing apparel, 
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in this city-orthofe who left it with 
the diforder on them, made it firft ge- 
neral along the roads, in public houtes, 
&c. and afterwards, by their intercourle 
with others, it gradually penetrate| into 
the more interior parts of “the country: 
whereas, were it poflible for the «ifsafe 
to have been occafioned by “ fome fub- 
til matter floating in, and blended with, 
the atmofphere,” thoufands would have 
been {eized with it, in the fame initint ; 
and thofe confined to their rooms, would 
have been certainly in the end, though 
not fo quickly affected, as thote whofe 
bufinefs obliged them to be in the open 
air ; but this was not the ca‘e; for num- 
bers, whofe ill ftate of health required 
them to be confined to their chambers 
(of whom I made it an object to en- 
quire) during the prevalence of the 
diteafe, informed me they entirely efca- 
ped it*. The complaint did not fpread 
fo fuddenly, as not to be accounted for 
en the principle of contagion ; for an 
interval of fix weeks was obferved to 
take place between thofe who were at- 
tacked with the difeafe, at the extre- 
mities of the city: and though families 
were feized with it, in quick fucceffion, 
yet this was remarked to be in a gradual 
and progreflive manner, fome one al- 
ways firtt complaining, who afterwards 
gave it to all in the fame houfe with 
hin. 

Upon the whole, though there are 
many arguments to be advanced on 
both fides of this queftion, as well as on 
all other controverted points, yetit muft 
appear evident, and I think fully prov- 


NOTE. 


* This was the cafe with thofe afth- 
matic and confumptive perfons above- 
mentioned ; and this obfervation agrees 
with what has been remarked of other 
eontagious ditesfes. Thus, dr. Ruffel in 
his hiltory of Aleppo, relates, that when 
the plague raged there, tho!e perfons, 
who fhut themfelves up in their houfes, 
and avoided all communication with 
the infeéted,remained perfectly free from 
the diteafe. The fame thing was ob- 
ferved when the plague prevailed in 
London, in 1665. 





ed to every attentive, impartial perfon, 
that the progrefs of the difeafe can be 
more readily explained, on the prinei- 
ple of its depending upon a {pecific 
contagion, and is more agreeable to fact 
and reaion, than on any other hitherto 

fuggelted. 

—anao-— 
On the bydrophobia. 
TO THE PRINTERS, 

N {ome of the periodical publications 
in this city, for January laft, I ob- 
ferved a cure recommended for the hy- 
drophobia, and leaft it fhould find a 
place m your valuable work (this be- 
ing the feafon in whith that diforder 
ufually prevails) I have fent you this 
effay, in order to point out the inéffi- 
cacy of the remedy mentioned ; and 
thus poflibly fave the lives of many, 
who would tall facrifices by trufting to 
acompofition, which, in this difeale, I 
am confident is totally void of any 
virtue. I fhall likewife take notice of 
the moft remarkable fpecifics hitherto, 
or at prefent ufed forthe hydrophobia, 
and afterwards point out the proper 
method of cure. If, by the mode of 
treatment here laid down, a fingle life 
fhall be faved, it will bea fource of the 
higheit fatisfaction to the author ; who, 
in committing thefe remarks to the pub- 
lic view, is not a&iuated by the ambition 
of feeing his produétions im print, but 
with a fincere defire to fpread the know - 
ledce of, and excite the attention of 
phyficians, towards a diforder, the moit 
dreadful to which humanity is fubje&. 

The medicine alluded to, compoted 
of mufk and cinnabar, is commonly 
called the ** Tonquin or Eat India re- 
medy,”” as it firft came from that cown- 
try, where it was faid to have been given 
with great fuccefs ; which induced phy- 
ficians, in other parts of the world to 
try it. But frem their numerous ac- 
counts, by no means with that fuccefs, 
which the credulous Eaft Indians faid 
they had met with. 

The mufk, if procured genuine, cer- 
tainly would prove ufeful in this dif- 
eafe, by its ftimulant power: but this 
is feltom the cafe ; for from its great 
{carcity, and confequent high value, tt 
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leads apothecaries and others greatly to 
adulterateit ; but even were it pure, its 
union with fach an inert fubftance as 
cinnabar, ‘would greatly diminifh its 
virtues, and interrupt or totally deftroy 
its operation on the human body. I 
therefore think that the-ufe of it ought 
entirely to be laid afide, and our reliance 
placed upon other medicines, by which 
more certain amd determined effects 
would be produced. 

I have no doubt, however, but that 
this, as well as many other things ufed, 
has produced cures in perfons bitten by 
dogs, faid to have been mad ; but it 
fhould be remembered, that all dogs that 
bite in fummer, are not mad—though 
they may be vicious. Befides,if we 
take into confideration, the extreme ea- 
gernefs, with which people, bitten by 
thofe dogs, take medicines for the pre- 
vention of the hydrophobia, and their 
great readinefs in afcribing the fuppofed 
fuccefs to the remedy ufed, if the dif- 
order fhould not appear ; we may ea- 
fily account for the good effects attri- 
buted to this as well as to many other re- 
medies, which, at different times, and 
in different countries, have been ccele- 
brated for the cure of this diforder ; 
the greateft part of which, however, 
have happily fallen into the oblivion 
they fo juftly deferved. 

Sir Hans Sloane firft, and after him 
dr. Meade, warmly recommended the 
famous Dampier’s powder, compoied of 
the leaves of afh-coloured ground li- 
verwort, and black pepper. The for- 
mer, when fecretary to the royal fociety, 
interted an account of it, in their tranf- 
aétions, for the year 1687, and alfo in 
the year 1721 in the London pharma- 
copeeit, under the title of “ pulvis 
antylyflus,” with directions for ufing it : 
but it was always found to be ineffetu- 
al where the difeafe, for which it was 
givenyreally exifted. 

The Ormitkirk medicine, likewile, 
which, fome years afterwards, gained 
credit in England, foon fell into difre- 
pute, uponthe death of feveral perfons, 
in various parts of Great Britain, who, 
after being bitten by animals really 
mad, took the medicine, with the ful- 
VoL. VIII. No. II, 
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left expeStation of a certain cure, but 
notwithftanding were feized with the 
hydrophobia, and died raving mad. 

Copper, which, even in the dofe of 
a few grains, acts as a powerful emetic 
and purgative, was alfo fome years ago 
much celebrated in Germany for its 
good effe&s in thix diforder. The re- 
putation, however, of this poifonous 
metal was but fhort lived: and now we 
hear no more of it. 

In this city, a man publifhes an ac- 
count every fummer, of his having an 
infallible cure for this difeafe, compofed 
entirely of ‘* vegetables 5 which are 
to be boiled in milk, and taken inter- 
najly ; and in order to make it have 
more weight with the vulgar, he fays, 
** the receipt has never been out of his fa- 
mily, but defcended from father to fon, 
for a century paft.” I have never heard 
of a cure performed by this man and 
his vegetables ; but know, thathe failed 
in an attempt in the Pennfylvania hof- 
pital, fome years ago, where as fair a 
trial was given, as he himfelf withed 
for. 

After having fhewed what little title 
many of the great quack medicines 
had to the praifes which were, and ftill 
continue to be beftowed on them, for 
their efficacy in the cure of the hydro- 
phobia; I fhall now obferve, that it 
was only the almoft fuperftitious reve- 
rence of dr. Boerhaave’s name, and au- 
thority, by his pupils, and others, that 
made the method laid down by him, 
be fo long purfued, of treating the dif- 
order as of a highly inflammatory na- 
ture, and of courie ordering the moft 
powerful evacuations : as it always 
was found to be very deftruétive, and 
attended with the moft fatal coniequen- 
ces to thofe, who had the misfortune to 
be the fubjeéts of this injudicious mode 
of treatment*. 


NOTE. 


* Although I would not with tohave 
the works of this great man, ‘* with 
thofe of his dull commentator, con- 
figned forever to the grave of Mor- 
pheus ;"" being fenfible of the many 
obligations, under which they have laid 
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It would be no difficult matter to 
bring a number of cafes in proof of 
what is here afferted : but it would be 
both ufelefs and unneceffary: a plain 
one may, however, be found in the firft 
vol. of the memoirs of the London med. 
fociety, as related by dr. Joiinfon, in 
which the late dr. Rutherford, who was 
rigidly attached to the doétrines of 
Boerhaave, gave his antiphlog) {tic mode 
of treatment a fair trial; but in fpite of 
ail his endeavours, he had the misfor- 
tune to fee his patient lofe his lite, by 
forming his indications of cure from a 
groundlefs theory. The dottor, ac- 
cordingly, inthe le€ture which he gave 
on the cait, openly retracted® the opini- 
on, he had received from the Leyden 
profeflor, with refpeét to the caufe and 
cure of the difeafe, declaring at the fame 
time, that for the future he would treat 
it upon principles direétly oppofed to 
thofe by which his praétice had been 
guided. 
NOTES. 

pofterity, for their advancement of the 
various branches of the healing art ; 
yet it is well known, that the lives of 
many have been loft by his debilitating 
plan of cure being implicitly, and al- 
mott univerfally followed ; the topical 
application, however, ordered by him, 
and to be prefently mentioned, was 
very proper. It is evident, that he de- 
rived his theory of the difeafe from 
the feeming ftrength exhibited by thofe 
labouring under it; this, however, is 
net the only inftance, in which by too 
clofe an attention to {ymptoms, even 
the moft experienced practitioners have 
deen deceived. 

* This unufually generous and can- 
did conduét, which with pertons of a 
liberal mind, will procure this celebrat- 
ed phyfician, much mere honour than 
an endeavour to have concealed his mil- 
take—is well worthy of being imitated 
by many of our modern phytic.ans ; 
who, rather than fuffer any innovation 
to be made in the opimons which they 
had adopted, and thro” tear of fuffering 
accufation of having changed them ,; 
oftea obttinately periit in fupporting 
an old error, rather than adopt a new 


truta. 
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The only certain mears, by which 
this difeaic can be prevented, is either 
to turnith an outlet for the porfon, ec- 
evfioning the difeafe, by exciting an 
inflammation, and a fuppuration in the 
wound—as fvon as poffible after the 
bite has been received, or, by invigor- 
ating the fyftem, render it fuperi- 
or to the powerful fedative nature of 
the poifon: thereby preventing the de- 
bility confequent on its being intufed 
into the fyftem. It is of no confequence 
by what means this inflammation is ef- 
feted ; fo that the different applications 
infifted upon by diff-vent praétitioners 
and others, may all be proper enough, 
for, upon enquiry, it will be found, that 
they are all of a ftimulating nature. 
For fuch a length of time has the pro- 
priety of this prafice been known, that 
I obierve ABtius recommends it. Cel- 
fus likewife advifes cupping, and ap- 
plying the aétual cautery to the wound ; 
and dr. Boerhaave, in order to do the 
bufinefs effeétually, defires a fuppu- 
ration to be kept up from the bitten 
part for fix months ; and to be con- 
tinually fomented with a pickle made ot 
vinegar and {alt. - 

Upon this principle, viz. of exciting 
an inflammation, I conceive the ‘* folr- 
tion of the common cauftic in water,” 
mentioned in the mufewm for February 
1787, can only a&, and alfo the * fine- 
ly powdered common falt,” fo highly 
fpoken of by dr. Gale, in his letter to 
the medical fociety of Newhaven, 
Conneticut, which is inferted in the 
number of your work, for December of 
the fame year. Dr. Haygarth’s method, 
too, publithed in all our newfpaper s 
laft fummer, vir. of a long continued 
ftream of cold water, from the {pout of 
a tea-kettle, in the createft number of 
inftances can only be explained in the 
fame mannert; fo that it 1s not cnti- 


NOTE. 


+ For if it was uled imnrediately efter 
the bite had been inflifted, it might 
wath out the poifon contained im the 
faliva; which, happily for mankind, is 
but flowly abforbed, or, if abforbed, is 
much flower in its a&tion than mary 
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tled to more faith, than the reft of the 
above topical remedies; except where 
the wound happens to be recerved on the 
face, or near fome large blood veffel, 
where a dangerous hemorrhage might 
be expeéted, or deformity enfue trom 
the enlargement, or fcarification of the 
part; in which cafe, the plan of ablu- 
tion may be ufed with great advantage. 
Of all the applications, however, 
that have been recommended, the ule 
of ftrvong mercurial ointment, has been 
attended with the greateft iuecefs ; hav- 
ing therefore dilated and fcarifitd the 
wound, two drachms of the ointment 
may be rubbed into the fore, and the 
fame quantity round the throat, and 
two or three grains of calomel given 
every day, combined with opium, to 
prevent it from running off by the bow- 
cis. This praétice muft be continued, 
until the mouth be affeéted, and the fore 
confiderably inflamed ; when the ule of 
the calomel may be laid afide fome days, 
and if neceffary a purge given, that the 
effeéts of the mercury may abate. 
This praétice muft be occafionally 
repeated for four or five months at leaft ; 
during which time the wound ought 
by no means be fuffered to heal , but 
a copious fuppuration made to flow 
from it ; after which, if no fymptoms 
of the hydrophobia appear, the patient 
may be pronounced out of danger®. 
But in cafe we thould be called in 
late, when the wound is nearly or alto- 
gether healed, and the difeafe has a&tu- 
ally appeared, the above mode of treat- 
ment fhould be ftri&ly purfued, though 
with much greater expedition ; the part 
bitten thould be largely dilated and 


NOTE. 


other poifons ; thereby giving us time 
for the more vigorous and fpeedy appli- 
cation of remedies. 

* As * 1 now certain, that if it 
do not thew nfelf within that time, 
st never will afterwards, fo that the ac- 
counts related by credulous writers, of 
the difeafe ** lurking™ in the fyftem for 
eighteen and twenty years, and then 
appearing ; mult be reiefted as chi- 
mcrical and not founded in truth. 
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fearified ; the quantity of both merca- 
rial eintrnent and calomel fhould be im- 
creafed ; to the former of which fome 
oil or fpirit of turpentine may be wided, 
to increafe its ftimulant cffeA : and as 
fear tends as much to debtiitate, and 
imcreafe the difeale, at a placid aad 
joyful ftate of the temper, contributes to 
its removal, the paffions of the patient 
ought by no means te be ruffled, but 
the utmoft hope and confidence inipied 
in his mind. 

Tam very readily difpofad to embrace 
the opinion of our learned and ingens. 
ous countryman, dr. Ruth, in aicnb- 
img both tetanus and hydrophota, to 
the fame proximate caufe]. We have 
numerous and weil attefted intances on 
record, of the latter diforder being pro 
duced in perfons, who have not bern 
bitten by a mad animal; but in whom 
it was occafioned by exeeflive fatigue 
and labourt; violent and deprefling 
paffions, J chagrin, grief, anger, Ax 
—caules, which are evidently and pow- 
erfully debilitating. 

I am, therefore, fully perfuadet, 
that the plan of treatment 1o be pur- 
fued in both dileafes, ought to be the 
fame, viz. giving mecdicwmes to ttren gti. 
en and invigorate the fyftem, 

Of the good effeéis of tomes in the 
tetanus, dr. Roth has given imconteit 
ble proof ; but whether they will prove 
equally ferviceable in the hydrophol ii, 
he has not as yet afcertained ; the trong 
analogy, however, between the two di 
eaies, renders the probalwhty very mrear , 
the liberal nie of oprum, wine and bark, 
1s very advilable, therefore, as the fureé 
means of preventing the difcate, and ut 


curing it when it has come vr 


NOTES. 


|) Viz. relaxation or debile , ire has 
med. if {' cas and obfervatun 


he adduces a number of ; 


i 
in iupport of this opinion, 
though not neceflary to repeat ia this 
place, yet tend Rrongly to prov 
tact. 

+ Van Swirten 


{ Percival’s works, vel. 2 
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Ceremony of a Moldavian marriage. 
HE young women are concealed 
from the eyes of men, ull the 

very moment when the ceremony of 
their marriage is concluded, and they 
are laid on the nuptial couch. Before 
that time, they have no other employ- 
ment, but to figh for the hufband that 
providence fhall pleafe to deftine them ; 
ull then, they enjoy only in imagina- 
tion the pleafures of love. 

The civil contraé&t of marriage is 
made before witneffes ; it is figned by 
the parents or relations of the parties, 
without any other formality among the 
nobles, than the fignature of the prince 
or of the metropolitan. The marri- 
ages of the people are made without 
contract, and without other ceremony 
than the benediétion of the prieft. 
When the day of the marriage cere- 
mony arrives, the young woman is co- 
vered with a veil of gold or filver tiffue, 
which defcends on all fides in large 
folds from the top of the head to the 
waift. Her head is adorned with a 
plume of black feathers: and in this 
drefs fhe is led by four women, with 
flow fteps, to the church, like a crimi- 
nal to punifhment. There the pricit 
makes her promile love and fidelity to 
her future fpoufe : he joins their hands ; 
makes them both kifs his ; and then a 
hymn is chanted which lafts two hours: 
aticr which, the young pair are con- 
ducted home, with a quicker pace and 
m a lefs folemn proceffion. The featt 
immediately fucceeds ; the company 
get drunk ; the dance lafts the whole 
night ; and the bride and bridegroom 
for the firfl time fee one another, and 
are then put to bed. 


——e Ss 





Extra@ from a work in manufcript ; 
entitled, Ma Robe de Chambre, by M. 
a Elmotte. 


WASHINGTON. 
HEN thou gazelt on the por- 
traitof any of our illuftrious 
heroes, doft thou then feel thy heart 
beat quick ? Is thine eye moiltened with 
@ few precious tears ? Do thy cheeks 


glow? If fuch be thy feelings, obey 
the propenfity of nature; thou art born 
to imitate thofe venerable objects of 
thine admiration. But thy courage will 
be of {mall value, unlefs to it be joined 
a fkilful acquaintance with the differ- 
ent branches of knowledge which have 
relation to the art of war. You muft 
be fober and liberal : you muft join 
prudence to greatnefs of foul: you muft 
be grave in your converfation, and 
ftriétly faithful to your promife : for 
this will greatly contribute to fupport 
your authority. You muft know the 
intereft of princes, and be able to fpeak 
with facility of all that relates to war 
and politics: you muft endeavour to 
form to yourfelf a folid and penetrating 
judgment, and be quick in the execu- 
tion of thofe enterprifes which you 
have judicioufly planned. If you would 
gaia the affection of your foldiers, al- 
ways wear in their prefence a fmiling 
countenance ; fhew in your conduét 
towards them, mildnefs, humanity, and 
adefire to promote their interefts: yet 
without defcending from your dignity, 
left, by too great condefcenfion, you 
weaken the {fpirit of fubordination, 
and be,. in the end, compelled to aflume 
exceflive referve and aufterity. Gain 
the love of your foldiers ; but let their 
love be blended with veneration and 
refpeé&t. Above all, beware of exciting 
among them hatred, difguft, and jea- 
lous envy, by preferences difcouraging 
to true merit, and unjuft predilections. 
Let rewards be judicioufly bettowed, 
and punithments infliéted without paf- 
fion. Profit by the miftakes of the 
enemy ; and in chufing a fituation 
for your camp, look forward to the ad- 
vantages, or inconveniencies which may 
refult from your encamping on fuch and 
fuch ground. Attend alfo to the wants 
of your army ; let them always en- 
joy, by your paternal care, plenty 
without profufion ; what may be fufh- 
cient to fupport, without enervating 
the foldier. By uniting in yourfelf 
all thofe qualities, you will become a 
great general—and refemble the IM- 
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FROM THE GAZETTE OF THE UNI- 
TED STATES. 


Pernicious effets of fajbion in fome 
cafes. 

«¢ Not for himfelf he fees, or hears, 

or cats : 

« Artifts muft choofe his pictures, 

mufic, meats.” 

HE tafle of the world is reguiat- 

ed by avery few perfons. This 
may feem the more ftrange, as few 
people approve of the fathions they are 
compelled to follow. It is not ealy to 
aecount for it, that in a land_ of free- 
dom, where men are left, in moft re- 
{peéts, to purfue what their inclination 
digtates, fo many fhould lead a life 
totally the reverfe of what they with. 
A manfeems, as it were, to give up 
his natural independence of temper, 
the moment he begins to live in faih- 
ion. He never can confult his conveni- 
ence, and not often the particular 
caft of his fancy, in the choice of his 
food or apparel. The privilege of 
choofing for one’s felf, is furrendered 
by every one who would be fuppofed ¢ 
fathionable. A man of finifhed  tafte 
mut feldom eat what he likes, or wear 
what is convenient for him. As no 
great harm refults from this kind of 
felf-denial, in a general way, it is 
not my intention to complain of it. 
There is however fome regard to be 
paid to reafon and nature, in the regu- 
iation of our dreis, Though tatte 
cannot be managed by any ruies 
which admit of demonitration, there 
1S, neverthelets, in fome things a na- 
mre propriety which ought not to 

ec over looked. 

F or initances drets fhould be accom. 
nodated to the feafon and climate. 
The laws of fafhion can never controul 

the conititution of our bodies m fuch 
a manuer, that the teat ofa celd cli- 
mate can without real impropriety 
borrow their modes of drets trom 
the inh ibitants ot a warmer one. 
French fashions may be in themtelves 
fuperior to thoie of any other nati- 
on: but they ill apply to the fitua- 
tion of the northern parts of the uni- 
Vou. VIII. No 
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ted ftates. The furs of Ruffia are 
much better adapted to eur winters, 
than the filks of France. It is not a 
matter of confequenee, in point of ex- 

penfe, what country we imitate m 
our drefs; becaufe, if we be induitri- 
ous, we can afford to wear what we 
pleafe. But when we confider how 
tlre health is affefted, it becomes an 
affair of ferious moment, to whom 
we look for direétion in forming 
our tafte. It would difcover more 
real good fenfe to form our own: 
—but as this would be troublefome, 
I do not expe&t we thail ever be 
fo independent. Foreigners remark, 
that the ladies of America lofe their 
bloom, and impair their vivacity, at 
a very early pertod of life. F am 
of the opinion, that the irregularity 
of our climate is the principal caufe 
of this unfortunate faét. Perhaps this 

is a misfortune, againft which there 
is no perfeét soimathy The effe&ts 
ot it, however, may be partly counter- 
a&ted; and our women may ane erve 
their health and vivacity much longer 
than they do. Thereis no doubt, th it 
a warmer drefs,in the winter, than is 
uiually worn by our females, would 
meliorate their conftitution, and contri- 
bute to their happinefs. Thefe few 
hints, [ hope will be enlarged upon by 
fome perfon of leiture and reflex ion. 


i SS > -o- 


Objervations on dress. 


HT ingenious and elegint author 
| ot the preceding paper takes no- 
tice of the early decay of our femeles ; 
and hints that theimproper drefs uled 
by them in the winter feafor, as one 
cattle of that unfortunate ta. It weuld 
picafe me to tee another nun 
ed to the tubjeét: but as he withes his 
hint to be enlarged upon by others, } 
fear he 


i! er Gevote 


wil not again tavout us with 


his reflexions ov this important head. 
My love to that amiable pat of the 
cre’ ON, from whom my principal hap- 
pinets is derived (for Lam a family- 
man, ladies) makes me take up the peg 
te point out to my fair countrywomea 
the tatal efects of adopuns tathions, 
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only calculated for climates entirely dif- 
terent from ours. 

I have known a lady cor.fined albday 
to the houfe in winter weather, fcarcely 
protected from the cold by handker- 
chiefs and fhawls: yet when the fun 
has withdrawn his heat, and the cold- 
nels of the air is nearly doubled, the 
dreffes for fome public place : the hand- 
kerchief and fhawi sre thrown afide ; 
a thin gauze fupplies their place : 
and the tender creature turns out ex- 
pofed to an air, which would make an 
Icelander fhiver. What is the conte- 
quence ? Acough whichracks her for 
the remainder of the winter, perhaps, 
till death fuatches her from a joylefs ex- 
iitence. 

Take warning by the pale thadows 
who crawl along our ftreets—remem- 
ber, they are the victims of fafhion. I 
like to fee a well-drefied woman—I am 
gratified at feeing beauty folicitous to 
peafe. But I would have the ornaments 
of winter differ from thofe of fummer. 
I would have my countrywomen dif- 
dain to copy from any part of the 
world. 

Would it not move our laughter— 
or, upon a {uppofitoin of infanity, our 
pity, to {ve a pexfon in the malft of fum- 
mer wrapped in the furs of Ruffia ? 
and is it not equally abfurd to fee on a 
winter's day, a female arrayed in the 
fathions of the fouth of France! Let 
me conjure you, ye ladies of America ! 
if ye with to pleafe—if ye with to be 
capable of being pleafed—if ye with 
tor health, or to be happy mothers of 
healthy children, accommodate your 
drefs to the changes of our climate : do 
not, for the hope of a momentary ad- 
miration, bring upon yourfelves an un- 
timely old age, with ail iis pains, and 
without any of its honours. 

HO <> SS SD - 0 
Hints to manufa@urers. 
HE practice of beginning works 
ona large and expeniive plan, ts 
attended with two very greatevils. It 
prevents prudent peopie and people of 
imail itocks, engaging in them : it ren- 
ders fuch works very hazardous adven- 
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tures ; for all new works are liable to 
lofles, from want of experience in the 
owners and workmen ; and an error 
committed in large works may prove 
fatal to a moderate capital, which would 
fcarcely be perceived in fmaller works 
on a confined fcale. In works not well 
underftood, the loffes, which arife from 
doing the bufinefs in a lefs perfeét man- 
ner, on a {mall fcale, are {mall, com- 
pared with thofe which attend commit- 
ting errors in works ona large icale : 
and in all new works, errors will be 
made. In this country, where the va- 
lue of money is high, it is almoft im- 
poilible any profit thould be a compen- 
fation for having fo large fums out, as 
muft be put into the expenfive projects. 
Mott new works have been begun too 
large in this country. If we built a flit- 
ting mill, it was made fufficient to flit 
as much iron in a week, as would fell 
in haifa year. If we built a glafs houte, 
it was at the expenfe of thoufands, 
and calculated to cover all that part of 
the country with glafs, which was not 
covered by the houfe. The hiltory of 
pot-afh works in New England ought to 
be a leffon to every manutacturing pro- 
jector : the firft pot-afh work in this 
country is faid to nave been ereéted at, 
or near what is now called Balcher- 
town in Maffachufetts. The proprietor 
began with building an enormous great 
houfe, fomewhat like a large New Eng- 
land meeting-houte: this building he 
furnifhed with as many large tubs full 
bound wath ftrong ivon hoops, as could 
be conveniently placed round the infide 
of the houfe, each tub fo high and 
large that a perfon might as wel] clean 
the Augean ftable, as clean it out ; from 
thefe his lie was to be drawn. In the 
mean time, people were employed to 
cut down and burn the wood of the fur- 
rounding forefis to fupply afhes, whic! 
indeed were procured in confiderable 
quantitics, but, as is ufual in fuch at. 
tempts, not proportioned to the expenfe. 
By the time his afhes were ready, he 
had built in the centre of his houfe, 
four furnaces, the firesof which were 
made to meet ata point in one chimney, 
which was to carry up the {moke, with 
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an idea that he could make a more in- 
tenfe heat by the meeting of the fires 
of four furnaces, than by any fingle 
furnace. The intention was, that the 
ftrong lie fhould be made to run in 
{mal} ftreams from the furrounding vats, 
into the place. where the fires of his 
four furnaces met, which were to ferm 
fo intenfe a heat as to conftantly evapo- 
rate all the moifture, and let the dry 
falts fall into a bed or pan which was 
provided below to receive them. Thefe 
furnaces being duly dried, and made 
hot, the fires were urged, and the lie 
fuffered to run in {mall ftreams to the 
place where it was to be evaporated : 
but the inftant the lie came into this 
violent heat, the chimney blew up, and 
every thing near it fuffered by the ex- 
plefion. ‘This taught the proprietor 
that he muft boil his lie, and for that 
purpofe he procured pans, and went on 
to make more pot-afh, which was fent 
to market : but what with expenfes al- 
together difproportioned to the bufinefs, 
and what with the errors he made in 
profecuting the project, the man bfoke, 
and his pot-afh works went to ruin. 

After this, fome gentlemen from 
Scotland fet up the works in Suffield in 
Conneéticut ; they brought out from 
Scotland every utenfil, even to the tubs, 
and erected a work fomewhat in the 
meeting-houfe ftile; but being men of 
bufinefs and prudence, they continued 
their works, perhaps without great lofs, 
or great profit. From that time to this, 
the projeéts for making pot-afh have 
become iefs and lefs expentive, till now 
fome of the moft profitable pot-afh 
works we have, were ereéted at lefs than 
twenty dollars expenfe, exclufive of the 
iron kettles. 

Begin manufacturing proje&ts with 
fall works, and add what by experi- 
ence is found neceflary. 

Hartford, November 3, 1729. 

oO SD | + O~ 
On the fandiity of oaths, and the mifehifs 
of profanenefs. 
I. has been enquired by fome, whe- 


ther oaths would have been neceffa- 


xv, had markind remained ina flate of 
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innocence. But whether they would or 
not, it is certain that human nature is 
fo corrupt and degenerate, that fociety 
cannot fubfift, the duties of it cannot be 
performed, and the advantages of it can- 
not be obtained, without the fan&tion 
of oaths. Indeed, the formalities of 
promiffory notes, of bonds and deeds 
figned,fealed, and witneffed, and the fo- 
lemnities of oaths, among rational be- 
ings, who have entered into fociety for 
mutual advantage, who have 2 monitor 
within, anda fenfe of their being open 
to the infpe&tion of one who abhors in- 
juftice and falfchood, are the greateft re- 
proach and farcafm. Certain it is, that 
without thefe obligations and folemni- 
ties, mankind are fo treacherous, fo fel- 
fith, fo malicious, that the moft benefi - 
cial fervices would be neglected, the 
greateft crimes would be perpetrated— 
fraud, rapine and murder, would reign 
uncontrolled,unlefs oaths were fuperadd - 
ed to promifes, to laws, and to other re- 
ftraints and obligations, and unlefs men 
were compelled to do théir duty, and 
withheld from committing injuries and 
offences, by other prompters,terrors,and 
bonds, befides the laws of God, and an 
inward fenfe of what is fit and right. 
Happy would it be for fociety, and happy 
for indiyiduals, if all thete fences and 
obligations would keep men within the 
bounds of honeity, truth and juitic: ! But 
fuchis the ingenuity and villainy of fome, 
that their miicbievous practices can no 
more be prevented by coercive meafures, 
than their bodiescan be confined in pri- 
fons by locks and bolts. Their hearts are 
fo depraved and hardened, and their faces 
fo bold and brazen, that they hefirate not 
in the leaft at perjury, blefphemy, and 
other moft atrocious crimes.» But inge- 
nious and fubtil as the wits—perfidious 
and wicked as the hearts of knaves and 
villains are, oaths are (tall found tobe of 
eminent ufe. By this fanStion, the bands 
of fociety are ftrengthered—truth and 
honefty are in fome degree maintaine.’— 
villainy in many inftances 1s detected and 
punifhed—honeit men obtain their right 
—many knaves meet with their deferts, 
—and men in important ftations and 
trufts are made faithful and efficient. 










































































































As to the nature of an oath, it is 
generally defined and underftood to,be, 
** afolemn appeal to God, as certain. 
ly «nowing the truth or falfehood of 
what we declare, and as it were pray- 
ing him to do us good or evil accord- 
ing as we fhall make a true or falfe 
declaration.” 

In all civil focieties, the ftritteft care 
fhould be taken, to find out, in all ju- 
dicial proceedings, the truth of faéts 
relating to the life, reputation, and pro- 
perty of private perfons, or to the 
welfare of communities, as well as to 
oblige men to fulfil many neceffary and 
important engagements, in which the 
good of individuals or of the public 
may be concerned. Now an eath is 
the Rrongeft fecurity that can be given 
or taken for men’s {peaking truly, or 
aéting honeftly and faithfully. It would 
therefore be too much neglecting and 
expofing the interefts of individuals and 
of the community, to leave the weighty 
tranfaétions of civil adminiftration un- 
fupported by the fanétion and energy of 
oaths. And fince there is fach a necefli- 
ty, in many caies, of making a folemn 
appeal to heaven, or of adjuring men 
by the living God, the greaicit care 
fhould be taken, to preferve the facred- 
neisof oaths, aud not render them too 
cleap and familiar by a too frequent 
and unneceflary ule of them. It is 
greatly to be wifhed, that there were not 
fo many cccafions of multiplying oaths, 
und of requuing them fo etten, and of 
fuch numbers of perfons in civil tranf- 
actions, in colleGling excife duties, &c, 
unlefs greater paims were teken to im- 
prcis men’s minds with a fenfe of the 
foleinnity and importance of an oath, 
znd unlets they had mo.e of the feer of 
Goi before their eyes. The frequent 
exa¢tion of oaths has, no doubt, a 
great tendency to lefien that reverence 
which is due to them, and of expofing 
huen to the fin of perjury. Itis enough 
to fink the heart of a good citizen, to 
ike and hear the thifts and evafions 
which many wiil make, who have fo- 
lemniy ivorn by the emnifcient God, 
that they wall deciare the truth, the 
whole uutng and woihing butthe truth ; 
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and to notice, by what flimfy arts, they 
will fatisty their confciences, whemthey 
have an opportunity of faying ar get- 
ting money, by violating not merely 
their promifes, but their oaths. An- 
other great reafon, no doubt, why fo- 
lemn oaths are fo little regarded, is be- 
caufe profane oaths are fo frequently 
{fpoken and heard. To fay nothing of 
the impiety of profane fwearing, it is 
a moft unmanly and caufelefs vice, and 
has a mott malignant afpect on the in- 
terefts of civil fociety. Profanenefs is 
as poor an evidence of wit and fenfe, 
of courage and of good breeding, as it 
is of folid goodnefs. The dregs of 
mankind are as great adepts in this art 
as the pretended gentieman. And as to 
the tendency which profane {wearing 
has to introduce perjury, and otherwile 
injure the interelts of fociety, it is thus 
exprefled by alively writer: “ If the 
devil himfelf was to ftudy and contrive 
a way tor the difarming of mankind of 
that natural reverence and veneration 
they have for oaths, and bringing them 
without much fcruple of confcience to 
{wear any thing, at any time, whether 
true or falfe, as their own interefts might 
tempt them to it, he could not pitch 
upon a more effectual one than this, 
to make oaths familiar to them upen 
all occafions, and to bring them into 
cultomary ufe in ordinary converfation. 

liat man, whocan {wear an hundred 
times a day, when there is no reafon 
for it, I cannot imagine what regard 
he can have for an oath, when he is call- 
ed upon to give it, where there is reafon."’ 

Worcefler, Fune 4, 179°. 
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Effay on the influence of religion in civil 
fuiely. By the rev. Thomas Reefe, A. 
M. pajlor of the prefbyterian church 
at Salem, 8. C.—Written in 1735 .— 
Page 48. NUMBER VIII. 


HRISTIANITY not only gives 

us the moft noble and rational 
reprefentation of that immente and un- 
utterable reward, which awaits good 
men in the eternal world; but alfo ex- 
hibits the moft terrible and ftriking 
picture of that punifhment, which y,-! 


[Augut, 


























3790.] 


be infligted on the wicked. The hea- 
then writers have been much more hap- 
py in their defcriptions of the latter than 
the former. Their deep and difmal 
dungeons, dark and dreary caverns, 
whirlpools of filth and torrents of fire 
—their endlefs labours, racking wheels, 
and tormenting furies, are no faint im- 
ages of terror, and bear a confiderable 
aralogy to the chriftian notions on this 
head. But what are thefe, when com- 
pared with the defcriptions, which the 
pen of infpiration gives us of hell—the 
feat of enraged juftice and burning ven- 
geance—and of thofe eternal pains,which 
the enkindled wrath of the Almighty 
, infliéts upon the wretched gholts, 
who are condemned to thofe gloomy 
manfions of endlefs horror and defpair ? 
*¢ The blacknefs of darknefs forever— 
the worm that never dies, and the fire 
that is not quenched—weeping, wailing, 
and gnafhing of teeth—fire, brinftone, 
and an horrible tempeft !’’ what gloomy 
and dreadful images are thefe | How aw- 
fully grand and ftriking ! How well ac- 
commodated to awaken our fears—to 
deter us from evil—and ftimulate us to 
the praétice of piety and virtue ; with- 
out which we cannot expeét to efcape 
the threatened punifhment! whoever 
will take the trouble to confult the nu- 
merous paflages of holy writ, where the 
future punifhment of the wicked is de- 
fcribed, will perceive how well they are 
fuited to convey the moft ttrong and 
terrible ideas of extreme unutterable 
mifery. In all the heathen writings, we 
cannot find fuch awful and ftriking 
pictures of the keen anguith, the un- 
{peakable agony and horror of thofe 
guilty wretches, who “ lie down in 
forrow, and make their bed in hell.” 
Two of the greatelt heathen poets have 
tried their ftrength, and exerted the 
whole foree of their talents, in defcrib- 
ing a future ftate. All thofe great and 
fplendid images—all that rich and beau- 
tiful colouring, which the bold, glow- 
ing, and creative fancy of Homer, or 
the fine, correct and copious imagina- 
tion of Virgil could beitow—have been 
employed to heighten and embellith the 
tub e&. Afterall, I think every capa- 
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ble and candid judge wiil allow, that 
their reprefentations are tar from being 
equal to thote of fcripture, even in point 
of fublimity; not to mention other 
things of much greater importance. 

Hear what an eminent and judi- 
cious prelate of the Englith church tays 
on this fubject. Bithop Tilbotion, afier 
having given a deicription of the lait 
day from fcripture, has the following 
paflage; * I dppeal to any man, whe- 
ther this be nota repreientation of things 
very proper and fuitable to that great 
day, wherein he, who made the world, 
fhall come to judge at ? and whether the 
wit of man ever deviled any thing fo 
awful and fo agreeable to the majeity 
of God, and the folemn judgment of 
the whole world? The deter ptions 
which Virgil makes of the Elyfian fields, 
and the iafernal regions, how infinitely 
do they fall fhort or the majetty of the 
holy fcriptures, and the deferiptions 
there made of heaven and hell, and of 
the great and terrible day of the Lord! 
fo that in comparifon they are childith 
andtrifling. And yet, perhaps, he had 
the moft regular and moft governed im- 
agination of any man that ever lived, 
and obferved the greatett decorum in 
his characters and defcriptions.” “ But 
who can deciave the great things of 
God, but he to whom God thal reveal 
them ?” 

Thefe few hints, concerning the 
chriftian doétrines of a righteous judy. 
ment to come, and a future ftate of re- 
wards and punithments, may ferve to 
fhew of ho v much importance they ave 
to civil fociety. He, who firmly believes 
in a future judgwnent, and refle&s with 
any degree of feriouinels on the awful 
folemnities of that great and terrible 
day, when he mutt itand before an al- 
mighty and omnifcent Judge, and give 
an account of all his a&tions—cannot 
but be influenced in fome mealure by 
fuch a belief. And the influence, which 
fucha profpect has upon the minds of 
men, muit be favourable to civil go- 
vernment, by retraining their paffions, 
curbing licentiouine!s, and deterniag 
them from violence and injuttice. 
Who, that firmly believes, and feri- 
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oufly contemphates the immenfe and 
unfpeakable rewards which await the 
righteous in a future life, can avoid be- 
ing allured to the purfuit of virtue? 
who, that looks forward, and confiders 
the awful doom of thofe who perfift in 
a courfe of vice and impiety, can, bold- 
ly and without remorfe, go on in the 
road which leads to eternal mifery*? 
*¢ It is impoffible’’ fays an exceilent 
writer, ‘* to bid defiance to eternal ru- 
in, without fome refuge in imagina- 
tion—fome prefumption of efcape.” 
As long as men really believe, that there 
is a juft God, who will punith their 
crimes in afuture ftate, they will be 
under fome reftraint. They feldom 
give themfeives over to a life of avow- 
ed vice and immorality until they come 
to doubt or difbelieve this truth. Hence 
it is, that they are obliged to take retuge 
in infidelity, before they can wholly fi- 
lence the clamours of confcience, and 
fin ateafe. The chriftian doétrines of a 
future judgment, of heaven, and of 
hell, have a greater influence, even on 
the moft profiigate, than, perhaps is 
generally imagined: and if mén were 


NOTE. 


* T have all along taken # for grart- 
ec, that the punifliments, which chiifti- 
anity holds up to the wicked in a fu- 
ture flate, are eternal in the ftrict and 
proper fenfe. The contrary opinion is 
embraced and propagated with much 
zecl, by fome preachers in America. 
Li aving it to others, is, to d.fend thetruth 
in this particular, it 1s tomy purpoie 
only to obferve, that the doétrine of 
univerfal final falvation for all men, 
even the moft wicked, tends to encou- 
rage immorality, and conlequently is 
pernicious to crvil fomety. ‘The moft 
incvenious advocates of this do&t ine, tho” 
they may deny, cannot obviate this odi- 
ous coniequence ; which, were there no 
other aiguments, ought to convince eve- 
ry man, thatthe: notions are falie and 
dsngerous. The propagators of fuch 
poitonous dogirines ought to be defpifed, 
and treated with contempt by all the 
friends of civil government, if from no 
siher, at leaft tion: poutical motuves. 
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under no reftraint from this quarter, 
we fhould find them much more diffi- 
cult to govern than they are. Lord 
Shaftefbury tells us, “ that among the 
vulgar, a heaven and a hell may prevail, 
where a jail and a gallows are thought 
infufficient.”” And yet this is the man 
who was for fubftituting a fine tafte in- 
ftead of religion, for the regulation of 
men’s manners. If indeed this noble 
author could give all men a juft tafte, 
it would be doing fomething : but who 
does not fee, that this is impoffible ? 
as one of his anfwerers well obferves, 
** he might as well think of making 
them all lords.” 

Lord Bolingbroke fpeaks the fame 
language. He confeffes in the moft ample 
manner, ‘* that the doctrines of the im- 
mortglity of the foul anda future ftate of 
rewards and punifhments, cannot fail 
to have a great effect on the manners 
of men; that the belief of them tends 
to enforce civil laws and reftrain vice ;" 
and yet he ftrenuoufly endeavours to 
overthrow thofe doétrines. 

I have often wondered at the abfur- 
dity of thofemen, who glory in the 
name of patriot, as thefe celebrated 
writers certainly did; and yet make it 
their bufinefs to ridicule religion and 
weaken its obligations. ‘They acknow- 
ledge, that itis a neceflary reitraint on 
the manners of the multitude, and there- 
fore ufeful to government; and yet do 
their utmott to bring it into contempt. 
I know no better way to expofe the m- 
confiltency of {uch men, than by com- 
paring them to an architeé&t, who with 
much coft and labour raifes and adorns 
the {uperttructure, while he is pulling 
away the main pillars which fupport the 
fabric. Can that man be reckoned a 
genuine lover of his country, who en- 
deavours te promote vice, and corrupt 
the morals ot the peopie? And I mutt 
take the liberty to think, that this 1s 
the cafe of allthofe who propagate in- 
fidelity—and, under the odious name 
of fuperftition, endeavour to blacken 
chriftianity, and eradicate all fenfe of 
religion from te minds of men. If I 
mittake not, we have fome patriots of 
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contempt of all religion, their malici- 

ous {neers, and fly infinuations, are con- 

tributing largely to the dettruction of 
their country. They may do many things 

laudable and beneficial to the public : but 

while they are raifing up with one hand, 

they are pulling down with the other. 

They would reckon it an unpardonable 

outrage for anyone even to infinuate,that 

they are not faft friends of govern- 

ment ; and yet make no {cruple of ridi- 

culing the moft facred and important 

truths of religion ; and by their loofe,im- 

moral lives,and the poifon of their exam - 

ple, are fapping one of the principal pil- 

lars, on which it refts. Suppofe tome of 
thele zealous patriots fhould be fo fuccef- 
ful as to profelyte all the citizens of the u- 
nited ftates, and banith al! thole fables of 
a heavenand hell fromthe minds of the 
credulous multitude ; I fhould be glad to 
know what theythink would be the conie- 
quence. Would men become better mem- 
bers of fociety, if all the fentiments of re- 
ligion,which, asa great politician® ob- 
ferves, ** are, perhaps,the only motive of 
honefty in the greate!t part of mankind,” 
were utterlyabolithed? It hath been often 
obierved, that thefe fage unbelievers,who 
think themtelves too knowing to be carri- 
ed away with the religious tales of a fu- 
ture ftate, are well enough pleafed, that 
the vulgar fhould think there is tome 
truth in them. Nor do they think it 
much amis, if their wives and daugh- 
ters have a imall {pice of faith about 
them. A female freethinker is an ocdi- 
ous character even among infidels. What 
can be the reafon of this ? Is it not plain 
that notwithttunding all their loud talk 
againft religion, they confider it as one 
of the flrongelt fences of virtue? if it 
be fo neceffary in females, why not in 
the other fex ? Have men no need of 
this additional motive to a lite of virtue 
and probity ? Or is it no detriment to 
fociety, for them to be talfe and faith- 
lefts, and indulge themielves in the gra- 


tufication of their irregular appetites ? 


Is there a heiltor women, but none tor 
men ? If thefe gentlemen look upon the 
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Horrible barbarity. "9 


do&trine of a future fate, thouch fall, 
to be ufeful in fociety, where is their 
civil prudence, when they are endea- 
vouring to turn it into ridicule, and 
erafe it from the minds of men? tu 
pofe them to be a fet of refined {pire 
who have a jult and noble tafte, and 
are capable of beng enamoured with 
virtue for her own fake, and of fhun- 
ning vice merely on account of its in 


nate deformity ; what is to be dome with 
the bulk of mankind, who have no luch 
tafte—who purfue virtue chiefly for hex 
dower, and fhun vice on account of 
that future punifhment which attends 
it? what a deluge of luft, and fraud 
and violence, would quickly over{pread 
our country, were all thole brought to 
be thorough-paced infidels ' in a word, 
whatever regard thefe men may profels 
to virtue, Ican fearcely think them in 
earneft, when they ridicule religion 


in order to promote it.— his by the 
way. 

To conclude, if the Elyfum and 
Tartarus of the heathen » Were af 
importance to fociety, which the ar 
ent lawgivers an! politicians fuppoled, 
much more mutt the chriftian doStrine 


of heaven and hell, which are founde4 

in truth, and free from al! fiGion and 

fable. (To be continued. ) 
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N the year 1767, the fhip Indian 
queen, duke of York, Nancy { 


, ! 
Cancord of Briftol, the Fugu of 3 
verpool, and the Canterbury of L 
don, lay in Old Calabar riv 

I: happened, at this time, ¢! 
quarrel tubh@ed between 1 AL 
inhabitants of Old Town and thole of 
New Town, Old ¢ : al 
originated ina jealouly reioeAt {la 

‘ 

Phe captains of th 
tioned, united in fending feveral | (6 
to the inhabitants of Of Tow E 
part iariy to Ephram Ro } : 
who was 2° that ti i i | a 
principal inhawstant of the pla I 
ulliveriai tenor of ¢t etter’ Wis, tha 
they were forry that any ilouly o 


guarre) thould fu! 
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parties ; thatif the inhabitants of Old 
Town would come on board, they 
would afford them fecnrity and protec - 
tion ; adding, at the fame time, that 
their intention in inviting them was,that 
they might become mediators and heal 
their difputes. 

The inhabitants of Old Town, hap- 
py to find that their differences were 
likely to be terminated, joyfully ac- 
cepted the invitation. ‘The three bro- 
thers of the grandee juft mentioned, 
the eldeft of whom was Ambee Robin 
John, firft entered their canoe, attended 
by twenty-feven others, and being tol- 
lowed by nine canoes, direéted their 
courfe to the Indian queen, ‘They were 
difpatched from thence the next morn- 
ing to the Ecgar, and afterwards to the 
duke of York, on board of which they 
went, leaving their canoe and attend. 
ants by the fide of the fame veffel. In 
the meantime the people on board the 
other canoes, were either diftr buted on 
board, or lying clofe to the other 
flips. 

This being the fituation of the three 
brothers, and of the principal inhabi- 
tants of the place, the treachery now be- 
gan to appear. he crew of the duke 
of York, aided by the captain and 
mates, and armed with piftols and cut- 
Jafies, rufhed into their cabin, with in- 
tent to feize the per fons of their three in- 
rocent and unfufpicious guefts. The 
unhappy men, alarmed at this flagrant 
violaiion of the rights of hefpitaiity, 
and firuck with attonifiment at this 
behaviour of their iuppofed friends, at- 
tempted to efcape through the cabin 
windews ; but being wounded, were 
cbliged to defift, and to tubmit to be 
put in irons. : 

in the fame moment that thts atroci- 
ous attempt was nade, an order was 
given to fire upon the cance, that was 
then lying bythe fide of the duke of 
Yok. The canoefoon filled and funk : 
and the wretched attendants were {ei- 
zed, kiiled, or drowned. Mott of the 
other fhips immediately followed the 
wxample. Great numbers were adai- 
tionally killed and drowned on the 
occ afion, and others as they were {wim- 
wing to the fhore. 


{Auguft, 


At this jun&ure, the inhabitants of 
New Town, who had concealed them- 
felves in the bufhes by the water fide, 
and between whom and the comman- 
ders of the veffels, the plan had been pre- 
vioufly concerted, came out from their 
hiding places, and embarking in their 
canoes, made for fuch as were {wim- 
ming, from the fire of the fhips. ‘The 
fhips’ boats were alfo inftantly manned, 
and joined in the purfuit. They butch- 
ered the greateft part of thofe they 
caught. Many dead bodies were foon 
feen upon the fands, and others were 
floating during the whole of the day 
upon the water ; and including thote 
who were feized and carried off, and 
thofe who were drowned and killed, either 
by the firing of the fhips, or the people 
of New Town, three hundred were loft 
to the inhabitants of Old Town on that 
day. 

The carnage, which I have been now 
defcribing, was fcarcely over, when a 
canoe, fullof the principal people of 
New Town, who had been the promo- 
ters of the fcheme, dropped along fide 
of the duke of York. They demand- 
ed the perfon of Ambcee Robin John, 
the brother of the grandee of Old 
Town, and the eldett of the three on 
board. The unfortunate man put the 
palms of his hands together, and be- 
fought the commander of the veflel, 
that he would not violate the rights of 
hofpitality, nor give up an unoffending 
ftranger to his enemies. No entreaties 
could avail with the hardened chriftian. 
He received from them a flave called 
Econg in his ftead ; and then forced 
him into the canoe, where his head was 
immediately ttruck off in the fight of 
the crew, and of his affliéted and dit. 
confolate brothers. As tor them, they 
efcaped his fate: but they were carricd 
off with their attendants to the European 
colonies, and fold for flaves. 

24 Sd 
Extra from a difcourfe, delivered in 
Weft Springfield, 1787. By ihe rev. 
Fofeph Lathrop. 


& /E lately thought America worth 
defending by our arms: it is 


fill worth fecuring by our virtue. 
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It is an extenfive land. Few empires 
on the globe are fo large, as the territory 
claimed by thete ftates. It will admita 
vaft increafe of numbers , and probably 
diftant generations will not find them- 
felves fraitened for room. 

It is a pleafant and fruitful land. 
As it lies in the midit of the temperate 
regions, no partof it is affliéted with 
intolerable heat, or rendered uninhabit- 
able by eternal frofts and fnows. With 
proper culture, it yields us, not only 
the neceflaries, but the delicacies of 
life, in fuch plenty and variety, that 
we need to be but little indebted to fo- 
reign trade. 

Greater induftry may be neceffary 
here, than in fome other climes: but 
this is no unfavourable cireumftance ; 
for induftry contributes to health, vir- 
tue, freedom, and fecurity. 

With regard to commerce, nature has 
given us every advantage that can be 
withed.* We have an extenfive coaft, 
convenient harbours, navigable bays 
and rivers, materials of all kinds for 
fhipping, a rich and inexhauftible fith- 
ery, and a variety of exportable pro- 
duce, which may be exchanged for the 
riches of other climes. Late experi- 
ence fhews, that we are in greater dan- 
ger fiom the excefs, than from the 
want, of commerce. Moderate trade 
contributes to polifh and enrich a peo- 
ple: but when it is carried beyond its 
proper limits, it preduces contrary ef- 
{ects—diflipation, poverty, and vice. 

This is a healthful land. Thofe 
direful pettilences, which have ravaged 
other countries, are unknown here. A 
confiderable proportion of the people 
live to old age ; fewer die in infancy, 
than in moft European nations. Our 
natural increafe is {uppofed to double 
our numbers as often as once in twenty - 
five years. 

It is a land of liberty, and has been 
fo, with little mmterruption, trom the 
days of our fathers. 

The reyal charters, firft granted to 
the American colonies, particularly to 
thofe of New England, were of the 
mott jiberal kind, and fully agreeable to 
gheir views and wifhes, No attempts, 


Vol. VIII. No. II. 





Extraft from an ovation on independence. Sr 


hitherto made, to fubvert our liberties, 
have been fuccefsful. They will proba- 
bly be preierved, until the people thei 
felves, funk in vice and cor:uption, ds- 
ftvoy them with their own hands. How 
near we ave to this fatal period, heaven 
knows |! 

The freedom of thefe colon ie 
firit invaded by James II. who, with 
deiign to eftablifh an abfolute monar- 
chy, feized their charters, together with 
thofe of the corporations in England, 
But by the revolution, which took place 
on the acceffion of the prince of O. 
range to the throne, the freedom both of 
Britainand America was rettored and 
eltablifhed. 

The late encroachments of the Britifh 
court on our charter-rights awakened a 
juft and general concern. Though we 
we:e but an infant people, and our ene- 
mies were an ancient, rich, afid powerful 
nation, we ventured to refilt their claims ; 
and, by a fries of wonderful interpofi- 
tions, our retiftance deteated their de- 
figns, and terminated in the eigablith. 
ment of our independence. 

We are now under a government of 
our own framing and chufing. There is, 
perhaps, fcarcely another inttance of the 
kind onearth. It is a privilege, which 
few nations ever enjoy, and which tie 

fame nation probably can never enjoy 
more tlian once 

Many of the governments now fub- 
fitting in the world, were eftablithed 
by the conquering arms of a powerful 
invader : fome were introduced by the 
ufurpation of princes: others have beea 
fixed iu confequenceof a civil war, in 
which one party prevailing has by arms 
given law to the ret. Governments, 
which owe their exiftence to fuch a birth, 
muft, in their very nature, be tyrannies, 
The Biuituith conititution was fertled ins 
more liberal manner, by an explicit com- 
pact between the king, the hereditary 
nobles, and the reprefentatives of the 
people: and itis uadoubtedly more f3- 
vourable to liberty, than mott other 
forms of govermmentin Europe. But 
the conititution of theie ttates, and pare 
ticularly of this, was framed and rati. 

ficdin a manner {til more liberal. Itig 
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not, in any feni¢ whatever, 2 compact 
between the rulers andthe people: but 
it is afolemn explicit agreement of the 
people among themfelves. It was con- 
firucted by a convention of wife men, 
whom the people deputed folely tor that 
purpofe, and who, at that time, could 
have no fhare,and no appearance of a 
future fhare, in the government thcy 
were framing. It was then remitted to 
the people at large, and competent time 
allowed for their deliberate examination 
and difcuffion + and it was finally adopt- 
ed and confirmed, in confequence of 
their general approbation. So happily 
was it adjufted to the views of the peo- 
ple, at a time when the {pirit of hiberty 
was at the height, that not a fingle arti- 
cle was found in the whole, but what 
met the approbation of more than two 
thirds of the inhabitants aflembled 
in the feveral towns, to give their voices 
wpon it. It is therefore, in the moft ab- 
folute fenfe, the conflituuion cf the peo- 
ple; and, in this view, it is more facred, 
than any form of government in Eu- 
rope. Being framed by the people, it 
never ought to be changed or altered 
without their general confent, fairly 
aikel, and freely given. There may 
undoubtedly be defeéts in it: nothing 
human its perfect; but ftill it is our 
ewn—not impofed, but chofen. And 
whatever imperfections attend it, yet 
it is acknowledged by all, to be formed 
on the higheft principles of liberty. The 
adminiftration of it is committed to 
men appointed by, and from among 
ourfelves—to men who are frequently to 
return to private life—-to men who are 
fubject to the fame laws and burdens, 
which they impofe on their fellow citi- 
rens. The people fave it in their power 
aiways to influence the meafures of go- 
vernment by petitions and inftrudtions, 
and often tochange their rulers by new 
elections. Nations, whofe government 
is abiulute, may be under the fad neceffi- 
ty of tubmitting to oppreffion, or of 
repelling it by force. This is a dreadful 
alternative, and ufually terminates in an 
increafe of the evil. We are under no fuch 
neceffity. Our government is fo confti- 
tuted, that public oppreffiens may be 
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foon removed without force, either by 
remonttrances againft the meafures of 
rulers, or by a change of the rulers 
themfel ves. 


—Ss 2 @-—— 


A few fhetches of the life and chara&er 
of the late William Drayton, efq. L. 
L. D. judge of the federal court jor 
the difirit of South Carolina, and 
grand mafler of ancient majous in the 
faid fate. 


ILLIAM DRAYTON, efq. 
was anative of South Caroli- 
na, and was born in the year 1732-3 
O. S. He received his firt principles 
of education from a private tutor, who 
liyedin the family. About the year 
3747, he was placed under Thomas 
Corbett, efq. (now high theriff of Mid. 
dlefex, England,) who was one of the 
mott eminent lawyers then in the pro- 
vince: and in the year 1750, ftill un- 
der the care of mr. Corbett, he was fent 
to London, and entered into the mid- 
die temple, where he remained until 
the year 5754, when he returned to his 
native country. 

Although his abilities were confef- 
fedly great, yet from a difinclination 
to the common practice of the law, he 
foon quitted the bar: ftill he purfued 
his ftudies and law reading, with the 
fame diligence as if in fuil praétice. 

In or about the year 1768, he was 
appointed chief juftice in the province 
of Eait Florida, where he continued 
beloved and highly refpected, both in 
his private and public character, by the 
worthy part of that community. The 
troubles in America m 1795, were the 
commencement of his alfo: ungene- 
rous fufpicions took poficffion of the 
governor's breaft, who, being of illibe- 
ral fentiments, ufed every bafe and 
mean art to enthral the chief jultice, and 
to ext/*t from him his political fenti- 
ments, and aétually did fufpend him. 
Mr. Drayton immediately repaired te 
Europe : and this would have been ex- 
tremely difficult, had he not been fup- 
ported by the firit charagters in St. Au- 
guftine: for the governor was oppofed 
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to his going, confcious of having atted 
bafely. The chief juftice had not been 
Jong in London, before he was re-in- 
ftated, and fent back to St. Augultine : 
—unufed to flattery—difdaining the 
meannefs of hiding his fentiments, he 
fpoke frecly of governor Tonyn and his 
emiffaries. This occafioned a fecond 
fufpenfion, and his returning to Eng- 
land, and taking with him his whole 
family, in the year 1778 or 79, tofeek 
redrefs and to punifh the author of his 
troubles. However, either fuch was the 
fituation of affairs in America, or, the 
fupporters of mr. Tonyn prevailed, that 
he remained in England until the year 
1783, when he again returned to Ame- 
rica, was received by his countrymen 
with every mark of efteem, which his 
many great and good qualities juitly 
merited, and was foon after appointed 
judge of the admiralty of South Caro- 
lina. 

The loffes which he had fuftained by 
the ungenerous and unjuitifiable pro- 
ceedings of the governor of Eaft Flo- 
rida, and from the change of property 
which took place in confequence of the 
war, together with a numerous family, 
obliged him to apply himfelf to the prac- 
tice of the law in an advanced period of 
life, and with a broken conftitution. 
His abilities ftood among the foremoft 
at the bar—and his love of juftice was 
equal to his abilities as a lawyer. To 
the exertions of the firft, in the fup- 
port of the greatly injured, in a very in- 
tricate caufe, may he juftly attributed the 
precipitating the complaint of the rheu- 
mati/m and gout, fo as to render him 
incapable, without great pain, of atten- 
ding to his profeffion for the lait eigh- 
teen or twenty months. In Mareh1789, 
he was appointed one of the affociate 
judges of the ftate, which he refigned 
the O&tober following, on being made a 
judge under the federal governinent. To 
fum the whole of his chara&er up in a 
few words, it may be faid, that with a 
very liberal education, improved by juft 
odfervations, he poffeffed the moft hbe- 
ral fentiment-—he was benevolent, 
kind, and affable to all. Wothout flat- 
tery be mzy be allowed to have been a 
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pattern in the focial ties of hufband, 
father, and friend. He received the in- 
formation of his approaching end a ve- 
ry few hours before it took place, with 
a ferenity and fortitude, which did he- 
nour to the man. He took leave of his 
family with fo much calmnefs, as 
feemed even to foften their affliGtions, 
and to comfort them under the great 
lofs they were about to fuitain—aad he 
breathed his laft without a groan, 
9O-§ DS &|--0~ 
The fcreech-owls of mankind. From @ 
late Englih publicaticn. 

T is common to diftinguifh men by 

the names of animals, which they 
are fuppofed to refemble. Thus a here 
is frequently termed a lion—and a 
fiatefman a fox: an extortioner gains 
the appellation of vultureand a fop 
the title of monkey, There ds alfo a- 
mong the various anomalies of charac 
ter, which a furvey of the world ex- 
hibits, a fpecies of being, in humam 
form, which may be properly marked 
out as the fcreech-owls of mankind, 

Thete fcreech-owls feem to he fettled 
in an opinion, that the great bufineis of 
life is to complain, and that they were 
born for no other purpofe, than to dit- 
turb the happinefs of others, to leflen 
the little comforts, and fhorten the 
fhort pleafures of our condition, by 
painful remembrances of the pait, of 
melancholy prognoftics of the fuiure. 
Their only care is to crufh the rifing 
hopes, to damp the kindling tran{port, 
and allay the golden hours of gaicty, 
with the hateful drofs of grief and fuf- 
picion. 

Tothofe, whofe weaknefs of fpirits, 
or timidity of temper, fubjeéts them te 
inpreflions from others, and who ave 
apt to fuffer by fafcination, and catch 
the contagion of mifery, it is extremely 
unhappy to live within the reach of a 
fcreech-owl’s voice: for it will often 
fill their ears in the hour of deje&tion— 
terrify them with apprehenfions, which 
their own thoughts would never have 
produced—and fadden, by intruded for- 
rows, the day which might have beer 
paffedin amuiements or in bufinefs. It 
wil burden the heart with unnecefla:y 
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di‘contents, and weaken for a time that 
love of life which is neceffary to the 
vigorous profecution of any undertak- 
ing. 

Though Ihave, like the reft of man- 
kind, many failings and weakneffes, I 
have not yet, by either friends or ene- 
mics, been charged with fuperftition. 
I never count the company which I en- 
ter, and I look at the new moon indif- 
ferently over either fhoulder. I have, 
like moit other philofophers, often heard 
the cuckoo without money in my poc- 
ket, and have been fomet:mes reproach- 
ed, as foolhardy, for not turning down 
my eyes when a raven flew over my 
head. I never go home abruptly, be- 
caufe a {nake crofles my way, nor have 
any particular dread of a climaéterical 
year; yet I confeis, that with all my 
icorn of cold women, and their tales, 
I confider it as anunhappy day when 
Ihappen tobe greeted in the morning, 
by Sufpirius, the tcreech- owl, 

I have known Sufpirius fifty-eight 
years and four months, and have never 
vet paffed an hour with him in which he 
has not made fome attack upon my 
quiet. When we were firft acquainted, 
his great topic was the mifery of youth 
without riches ; and whenever we walk - 
ed out together, he folaced me with a 
long enumeration of pleafures, which, 
as they were beyond the reach of my 
fortune, were without the verge of my 
defires, and which I fhould never have 
contidered as the obje&t. of a with, had 
not his unreafonable reprefcatation plac- 
ed them in my fight. 

Another of his topics is the negleét 
of merit, with which he never fails to 
amule every man, whom he {ees not 
eminent!y fortunate. If he meet with a 
voung officer, he always informs him 
ot gentiemen whofe perfonal courage is 
unqueftioned, and whole military fkill 
qualifies them tocommand armies, that 
have, notwithitanding all their merit, 
crown old with fubaitera commiffions. 
For a genius in the church, he is al- 
ways provided with a curacy for life. 
The lawyer he informs of many men 
of great parts and deep ftudy, who 
ever had an opportupity to jpeak in 
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the courts: and meeting Serenus the 
phyfician— Ah! doécor,” fays he, 
«* what! a-foot ftill, when fo many 
blockheads are rattling in their chariots ? 
—lI told you feven years ago, that you 
would never meet with encouragement ¢ 
and I hope you will now take more 
notice, when [I tell you that your 
Greek, and your diligence, and your 
honetty, will never enable you to live 

like yonder apothecary, who prefcribes 
to his own fhop, and laughs at the 
phyfician.”” 

Sufpirius has, in his time, intercept- 
ed fifteen authors in their way to the 
ftage ; perfuaded nine and thirty mer- 
chants to retire from a profperous trade 
for fear of bankruptcy; broke off an 
hundred and thirty matches by prognof- 
tications of unhappinefs ; ; and enabled 
the fmall pox to kill nineteen ladies, by 
perpetual alarms of the lofs of beauty. 

Whenever my evil ftars bring us to- 
gether, he never fails to reprefent to me 
the folly of my purluits, and informs 
me, that we are much older than when 
we began our acquaintance; that the 
infi:mities of decrepitude are coming 
fait upon me ; that whatever I now get, 
I thall enjoy buta little time ; that fame 
is, to a man tot‘ering on the edge of the 
grave, of very littletimp rtance ; and that 
the time isat hand, when 1] ought to look 
for no other pleafure, than a good din- 
ner and an ealy chair. 

Thus he goes on in his unharmonieus 
ftrain, difplaying prefent miferies and 
foreboding more : every fyllable is loads 
ed with misfortune, and death is always 
brought nearer to the view. Yet, what 
always raifes my refentment and indig- 
nation, I do not perceive that his mourn- 
ful meditations have much effeét upon 
himfelf—he talks, and has long talked 
of calamities, without difcovering, 
otherwite than by the tone of his voice, 
that he feels any of the evils which he 
bewails or threatens, but has the fame 
habit of uttering lamentation, as others 
of telling ftories, and falls into expref- 
fions of condolence for paft, or appre- 
henfidns of future miichiefs—as all 
men, ftudiops of their eafe, have re- 
courfe to thofe fubjects upon which 
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they canmoft fluently or confpicuoufly 
difcourle, 

It is reported of the Sybarites, that 
they deftroyed ali their cocks, that they 
mightdream out ther morning dreams 
without difturbance. Though I would 
not fo far promote effeminacy, as to 
propo‘e the Sybarites for an example, 
yet fince there is no man fo corrupt or 
foolifh, but that fomething ufeful may 
be learned from him, I could with that 
in imitation of a people not often to be 
copied, fome regulatiens might be made 
to exclude fereech-owls tram all com- 
pany, asthe enemies of mankind, and 
confine them to fome proper receptacle, 
where they may mingle fighs at leifure, 
and thicken the gloom of one another. 

«¢ Thou prophet of evil,” fays Ho- 
mer’s Agamemnon, ‘ thou never fore- 
tellet me good , but the joy of thy heart 
is to predi€t misfortunes."’ Whoever is 
of the fame temper, might there find a 
means of indulging his thoughts, and 
improving his vein of denunciation, 
and the flock of fcreech-owls might 
hoot together, without injury to the reft 
ef the world. 

Yet, though I have fo little kindnefs 
for this dark generation, I am very far 
fi oin intending to debar the foft and ten- 
der mind from the privilege of complain- 
ing, when the figh rifes from the defire 
not of giving pain, but of gaining eafe. 
To hear complaints with patience—even 
when complaints are vain—is one of the 
duties of friendhhip—and though it 
mult be allowed, that he fuffers moit 
like a hero, who hides his grief in filence, 

Spem vultu Amulat, premit altum corde 

dolorem, 
His outward fimiles conceal his inward 

{mart ; 
yet, it cannot be denied, that he who 
complains, aéts like a man, like a focial 
being, who looks for help from his fel- 
Jow creatures. Pity is, to many of 
the unhappy, a fource of comfort in 
hopelefs dittrefles, as it contributes to 
recommend them to themielves, by 
proving that they have not loft the re- 
gad of others; and heaven feems to in- 
dicate the duty even of barren com- 
paflion, by inchning us to weep for 
evus, which we cannot remy 


Letter refpeiting a remarkable lufus natarce. ty 


Letter refpeciing a remarkable lufus na- 
turae, addrefed to a member of ite 
Alexandria joctety for ihe promeszoa 
of ufejul knowleage. 

Think it wasin the fammer of the 
year 1775, that I accidentally got 
in my poiicfliona lufus naturz. A ne- 
gro man, in gomg over a {mall &ream 
of water, which orig:nates in the moun- 
tains, known by the name of the * bull 

run mountains,” faw, and caught, a 

{mali turtle (or what is more general y 

known there hy the name of fhiil-pot) of 

avery extraordinary conttruction. On 
examination, there ttiued from the fame 
fhell, two feparate and diftinét necks 
and heads, with two pair of eyes, two 
mouths, and, in fhort, to every appear- 
ance the heads and necks of two citfer- 
ent turtles. I kept itina bafon of wa- 
ter feveral days, during which time, 
when flies weve caught and put into the 
bafon, as food for it, each head appear 
ed equally anxious to devour them, and 
often both were feen feeding at the Jame 
time. But what appeared molt extra- 
ordinary to every oblerver, was, each 
head feemed to be actuated by withes 
and defires of its own; for, at times, 
one head would endeavour to proceed in 
one direétion, and the other in another. 
Inevery other refpeét it appeared tobe 2 
fingle turtle, having only four legs, one 
body, and one tail. This you may rely 
on as a juft reprefentation—there are 
feveral refpectable people in that place, 
who can teftify to the truth of it. 
Iam, &c. 
Wi ita H. Powe tr. 
Middleburg, Fanuay 24, 1790. 
P. S. It wiil perhaps be afked, 
“ Why I did notopen aad examine the 
inward conftruction of this turtle ?’* 
My reply is, that it was unfortunately 
feized upon, and run away with by a 
cat, and was never feen afterwards. 


Law report. Before lord Kenycn and a 


Special jury. 
Montgomery vs. the underwriters. 


R. E:tkine itated, that this actiea 
was brought on a policy of ine 


































































— 





ee 
A AO 


28 SELECTED PROSE. 


furance for the freight of a fhip: this 
policy was underwritten on the fifth of 
November, 1787, for the freight, which 
was valued at fifteen hundred pounds, 
and was infured at and from the bay 
ef Honduras to the port of London, 
The thip was loft before fhe arrived at 
the deftined port : and he obferved, that 
the cafe was fo plain, that he cid not 
know how to ftate it. If there was any 
«iipute, it would be a queftionof law. 
This veffel was lof before the got out 
of the bay of Honduras; Lut he under. 
Rood that it was meant to be contended, 
on the other fide, that, as fhe had not 
taken on board ali her cargo, the poucy 
was never attache!. Sixty thoufand 
feet of mahogany had been actually car- 
ried on board this veffel, and, had fhe 
not been Joft, the whole cargo would 
Rave been on board in the courfe of a 
day or twoe but a violent hurricune 
eoining on, fhe was driven upon the 
fands, and became a wreck. 

The queflion was, whether this poii- 
sy could or could not be opened. He 
faid at was a valued policy : and it bad 
been determined, over and over again, 
that fuch a policy, except for one poru- 
ular purpole, could never be opened. 

Mr. Bower contended, on the part 
of the underwriters, that it was a mere 
gambling policy, and contrary to ftatute. 
At the time this infurance was made, 
the fhip ha! not taken im her cargo, and 
eoniequently the lofs happened betore 
any intereft attached. 

Lord Kenyon conceived that this was 
pot a gamnblicg policy. It had been 
evidently the intention of the plainuif 
ao he indemnified againft the lols. 

Mr. Bower contended that his cli- 
ents, at all events, would only be liable 
for the freight of that part of the cargo, 
which had attually been carried on 
board. 

Lord Kenyon faid, the convenien ec 
ef trade had put a different conftruétion 
en the act of parliament, and perhaps 
for the wifeit purpoles ; it was trus, 
the act did feem to fay, that no goo's 
fiould be paid for but thote on board ; 
for they meant to have taken on board 
@ic hwudred shemfand feet ef mahoga- 
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ny, and had actually taken on board 
near two thirds of the whole cargo be- 
fore the fhip was loft. 

Verdiét for the plaintiff. 

The above verdi& is confirmed by 
the conftant ufage of Lloyd's rooms— 
that if a itick of wood be carried on 
board, the homeward bound voyage 
commences, and freight is liable to totad 
jofs. 


“o- Bas =>-?- 

Extra’: from a letier, written by mr. 
Joba Ledyard, * (anative yf the fate 
af Conneéticut) to dr. Ledyard, of 
Queen's county, Long Ifland. 


ee HE two following obfervations 
are therelnlt of extenfive and 
affiduous enquiry. Firft, that the dif- 
ference of colour in the human fpecies, 
as the obfeivation refpeéts all but the 
negroes, whom [ have not yet vilited, 
originates irom natural cavies. 

‘© The fecond is, that all the Afatic 
Indians, called Tartare, and all the Tar- 
tars who have formed the later armies of 
Zengis Chan, together with the Chi- 
nef», are the tame people ; and that the 
American Tartar 3 vito of the fame 
famiv—the mod ancient and numerous 
prope on earth, and, what is very fingw- 
lar, the moft uniformly al ke. 

«© You have ao ulea of the exceflive 
cold in the region of Siberia. By ex- 
periments I made at Yakutikt, I found 
on the rgth of November, the mercury 
in my thermometer froze. In Decem- 
ber, I found by repeated ob/ervations 
that 2 oz. of clear quickfilver openly 
expofed, froze hard in fifteen minutes 
by awatch. In ftrong Comac brandy, 
coagulated by a thermometer graduated 
by Reaumer, and filled with re€ified 
{pirits of wine, I had 49} degrees. On 
the borders of the frozen ocean, a cap- 
tain Billings had, the winter before laft, 
43/4 ceerees by the fame thermometer. 
Lobferved that in thefe fevere frofts, the 

NOTES. 

* For on account of this enterprifing 

traveller, fee vol. VI. pare qos. 


+ On the banks of the greet river 
Leos, which falls wt. tae fiosen ecoan. 
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air was condenfed, as is with you ima 
thick fog—the atmo{phere 1s frozen— 
refpiration 1s fauguing—all exe: cile 
muit be as moderate as poifible—one's 
eonfidence is placed in the tur dreis a- 
Jone. Itis a happy law of nature, that 
in fuch intenfe cold there is teldom any 
mind—when there is, itis dangerous to 
be abroad! Thofe who happen to be, 
lic down en the fnow, and thus fecure 
themfelves. In theie feafons, there is 
no chale—the animals tubmut themfelves 
to hunger and fecurity, and fo does man, 
There are no welisat Yakutik ; for it is 
found by experiment, that the water 
freezes at fixty feet depth. People of 
thefe regions are therefore obliged to 
ule ice and fnow. They have alfo ice 
windows—glafs is of no ute to the few 
who have at; the difference in the ftate 
ef the air, within and without, is fo 
great, that the glafs is covered on the 
aufide with feveralinches of ice, andin 
that fituation it is leis luminous than 
ce. The timber of the houses fplits, 
and opens with loud cracks—-the rivers 
thunder, and open with broad fiffures— 
all nature groans beneath the rigorous 
winter. Juft at the turning of this cold 
feafon, I travelled lait winter a6oo 
verits, about 1800 Engush mules, on the 
river Lere:."* 
+ > SB S| -O- 


Law cafe. Common pleas, Philadelphia 
county, June term, 178%. Boltom vs. 
Martin. From Dallas's reports, jufl 
publied. 

tT? difficulty, in f2&, arifes from 

the nature and extent of the juricdic- 

tions of ourcourts. In England the w- 

riidiction of the king's bench and com- 

mon pleas being co-exteniive with the 
kinydom, thofe courts can civeét the 
venue to be lad in the county where 
the caufe of adtion orginate). But 
here, our county courts are in thety na- 
ture civcumfcribed : and at has lately 
veen determined in the fupreme court, 
92a motion by mr. Sargeant, to change 
the venue from Bucks to Prilad iphe, 
that, even there, this rehet could mot 
Be obtained ; ter the 26 of 1766 ex. 
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prefsly declares that the venue hall be 
laid im the county where the adtion 1s 
inftituted. J he detendant’s clan, there- 
fore, 1s rather the - privilege of being 
tued ina particular court, (han an ex. 
emption either from anieft, or being 
unpleaded , and we iay thet he ought 
not to be fued in this court, becawule ut 
was the public, and not his private, 
bufineds, that breught lim witha is 
junikidtion. 

By an act, paifed in the year 1484, 
(though fince repealed) a fummons 
might have been ferved im any county, 
at any time, with an exception allow- 
ing, in the cafe of a member of affembi~, 
a prote€tion for the fpace of fourteen 
days after the feihons: thail st then be 
toaud, that any individual mught compet 
a judge of the fupreme court, to attend a 
private fuit upon theOhio, by ferv ng hwa 
with a fummons, while he is chicharg 
ing his official dunes on the weltern 
circuat? we contend, that the interett 
ot the commonwealth requires that per - 
fons empioyed tn public fervices, thould 
not be incommoded: there 1s no ne- 
ceflity therefore, to derive the privilege 
by the analogy of other cales; it ares 
from the nature of the thing ; and ma 
ny authorities thew, that the rule i as 
jorcible to prevent their being umplead- 
ed, as to prevent ther being arretbed®. 
A man, by the law of Pennfylvania, 
may be his own counfel ; it he exerciie 
this mght, is he not as much crawn 
from the public fervice by a fummons 
as by a capias? In Matinck’s cale, 
the court would not fluc a fubperna te 
two members of the aflembly, Delany 
and Hil, who were witnefles in the 
caufe; but a letter was written to the 
ipeaker, ftating the meceflity of ther 
attendance; and a vote of the houle wae 
token to allow ut. In col. Pitr's cafe, he 
eas entirely cuicharged from a ¢ajnae, 
vithout common bail being ordered: 
from which it may be faniy inferred, 
tnat he ought not to have been fued at 
il, as the ef-4t of common bail, sad 
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z= fummons are, wm thet refpeft, the 
fame. 

The cafe cited from Prynin Atk. Tr. 
is not mthe year books: and it could 
not have been in the Knowledge of the 
writer, as itis laid to have happened in 
the reign of Edward Hl. For this rea- 
fon, it bears a doubtful complexion ; 
mor do we know that the decriion was 
om the cale before the court: and, at all 
events there 13 an etfential difference in 
privilege, when it is extended to the 
fervants (who have no pubic caies to 
clei. thew atrertion) and when it re- 
jates to the matter. 

Leyy, in reply. He faid, that he had 
not atferted that a memnber, either of the 
atiembly, or convention, was liable to 
wret curing the fitting ot thofe bodes ; 
teat that he nad expreisly narrowed the 
quetiion to this point, whether he might 
te ferved with a fummons? nor had 
he infitted on the idea, that the conven- 
tion wis not entitled to the fame pri- 
vileges, which a permanent legiflature 
migist claim; butmerely fuggefted a 
éritinction for the confideration of the 
court. He contended, however, that a 
member «f the Britith houfe of lords, 
fince the 12 Geo. 3. chap. 50, was not 
entitled to the privilege claimed by the 
defendant: and, he aiked, whether fuch 
privileges ovght to be introduced and ef- 
tablithed wwe Penniylvania, ss only ex- 
itted in the dark ages of the Englith go- 
vernmvent, aid which the reaion and vuf- 
tice of more enlightened generations had 
happily corrected ? finding, indeed, that 
they had failed in point of faét, with 
refyo&t to the exillence of fuch a par- 
hamentary privilege as they claim, he 
tud, the adverfe counfel had entered 

taboratdly into arguments ab incon. 

~eniewt?, Botin doting this, no anfwer 
oul been oiven to the reajon for paffing 
tie 8H. Vi. c.a. by which ftatute the 
renibers et the convocation were firit 
everppted trom perion al arreft. 

Where, however, is the great i incon- 
teniency of a fuit, ir ot be not founded 
n merc, @r‘inftieted in a tubordinate 

and ancompetenc juritdrction? neither 
ot Which eon be pretended upen this o¢- 


ny th ing nore required 





[ Augutts 
inits firtt ftages,than to dire&an attorney 


toenter an appearance ? Whey, “intieed) — 


the caufe is ready for trial, at the dift anée 
of perhaps many month, and tong afte? 
the bufinefs of a delibefative’sffem’ 
bly conftituted for” fimilar~ purpofes’ to 
our gate convention, muft bé clefed) 
it will be neceffary to prepare “fora ded 
fence, if there be any in the’ caufe = but 
is this /o feverea hardthip as to diftra@ 
a member of the affembly, or corfvéH: 
tion, in the profecution of hiv fut¥, and 
to difqualify him from the | a pe ‘fer’ 
vice, in which he is employed ?- _ 

Nothing appears to thew that ‘any 
other county, is a more proper edunty 
than this ; fo that the offer fo appear 
gratis, might have been fpared, a8 well 
as the argument refpeéting thé? Venue} 
which is an inconveniency that extends 
to ail cafes; is equally felt “hy every 
citizen; and proving too much, it mault 
be taken to prove nothing. - 

The act of 1684 has beén long re- 
pealed ; and the diftin&tion attempted 
between a capias and fummons does not 
apply; for every writ, irregularly iffued, 
mult be fet afide; and therefore if a 
man be illegally arrefted, common = 
ought not to be ordered. 

With refpeé& to the inftance of an 
application to the fpeaker of the’ af? 
fembly, requefting the attendance of two 
members, that was in the cafe of witnef. 
fes; and as the court, after iflumg 4 
f{ubpoena, muft have compelled obedii2 
ence to it by attachment; avery ferioud 
queftion, betweem’ the legiflative and 
judicial authority, was prudently avoidd 
ed by the ftep then taken. 7 

If the privilege in England be no 
the refult of their form of rovérnment¥ 
why does it exift forty days beforé, and 
forty days after, the feffions, in the cafe 
of the member, for Middlefex and Lons 
don, who certainly: do not require 1 
long a proteétion eundo et redeutdoF 
But the whole argument: otgtt to 
he determined by an analogous confides 
ration of the 5, fet. of the art. of 
confed. ° 

On'the fixth of September, fudgeFhip- 
pen, prefrlent, delivered the opinion ef 
the cout. 
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‘THE quettion in this cafe, is, whe- 
~ ther a member of convention, refiding 
in a diftant county, could legally, and 
confiftently with the privileges of fuch 
a deliberative aflembly, be arrefted, or 
ferved with a {ummons, or other pro- 
cefs, out of this court, iflued to com- 
pel his appearance to a civil aétion, 
while he remained in the city of Phi- 
Jadelphia, attending the duties of that 
office. 

The members of convention, elected 
by the people, and aflembled for a great 
national purpofe, ought to be confider- 
ed in reafon, and from the nature, as 
well as dignity, of their office, as in- 
veited with the fame or equal immuni- 
ties with the members of general aflem- 
bly, met in their ordinary legiflative 
capacity : and in this light I fhall con- 
fider them. 

The affembly of Pennfylvania, being 
the legiflative branch of our govern- 
ment, its members are legally and in- 
herently potfeffed of all {uch privileges, 
as are neceflary to enable them, with 
freedom and fafety, to execute the great 
truft repofed in them by the body of the 
people who eleéted them. As this is a 
parliamentary truft, we muft neceffarily 
confider the law of parliament, in that 
country from whence we have drawn 
our other laws. That part of the law 
of parliament, which refpects the 
privileges of its members, was prin- 
cipally eftablithed to proteft them 
from being molefted by their fellow 
fubje&ts, or opprefied by the power of 
the crown, and to prevent their being 
diverted from the public bufinefs. The 
parliament, in general, is the fole and 
exclufive judge and expofitor of itsown 
privileges: but in certain cafes it will 
happen, that they come neceflarily and 
incidentally before the courts of law: 
and then they muft likewife judge upon 
them. 

The origin of thefe privileges is faid 
by Selden, to be as ancient as Edward 
the confeffor—For a long time, how- 
ever, after the conqueft, we find very 
little, either in the books of law, or 
hiftory, upon this fubje€t. If there were 
then any regular parliaments, their mem- 

Vou. VII. No, II. 





bers held their privileges, by a very 
precarious tenure. ‘There appears, in- 
decd, in the reigns of Henry the 4th 
and Henry the 6th, to have been fome 
provifions made by aéts of parliament, 
to protect the members from illegal and 
violent attacks upon their perfons. In 
the reign of Edward the 4th, there has 
been a cafe cited to thew, that the judges 
determined that a menial fervant of a 
member of parliament, though privileg- 
ed from aétual arreft, might yet be im- 
pleaded. Although it were fairly to be 
interred from the cafe, that the privi- 
lege of the fervant was equal to the 
privilege of the member himéelf, yet a 
cafe determined at fo early a period, 
when the rights and privileges of par- 
liament were fo little afcertained and 
defined, cannot have the fame weight as 
more modern authorities. 

Upon an attentive perufal ofthe fta- 
tute of 12 and 13 William III. chap. 
3- I think, no other authority will be 
wanting to fhew what the law was up- 
on this fubjeét, before the pafling of 
that aét. From the whole frame of that 
ftatute, it appears clearly to be the fenfe 
of the legiflature, that, before that time, 
members of parliament were privileged 
from arrefts, and from being ferved with 
any procefs out of the courts of law, 
not only during the fitting of parlia- 
ment, but during the recefs, within the 
time of privilege ; which was a reafon- 
able tine, eundo et redeundo. The de- 
fign of this aét was not to meddle with 
the privileges which the members 
enjoyed during the fitting of parlia- 
ment (thoie feem to have been held fa- 
cred); but it enacts, that after the diflo- 
lution, or prorogatien, of parliament, or 
after adjournment of both houfes for 
above thefpace of fourteen days, any 
perfon might commence and profecute 
any aétion againft a member of parlia- 
ment, provided the perion of the mem - 
ber be not arrefted during the time of 
privilege. The manner of bringing the 
action againft a member of the houfe of 
commons, 1s direéted to be by /usmozs 
and diftrefs infinite, to compel a com- 
man appearance; but even this was not 
to be done till after the diffolution, pro- 
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rogation, or adjournment. The aét 
further directs, that where any plaintiff 
thell, by reafon of privilege of parlia- 
ment, be ftayed from profecuting any 
{wit commenced, fuch plaintiff thal) not 
‘be barred by the ftatute of limitations, 
or nonfvited, difmifled, or his fuit dif- 
continued for want of profecution, but 
fhall, wpon the rifing of parliament, be 
at liberty to proceed. So that before 
the rifing of parliament, and during the 
a€tual fitting of it, it appears, not only 


- that generally, a fuit could not be 


commenced; but if it had been commen - 
ced, before, it could not be profecuted 
during that time. One exception, as to 
commencing the action, appears to have 
been made by the judges, agreeably to the 
{pirit and apparent intention of the aét; 
which is, that in order to prevent a 
member of parliament from taking ad- 
vantage of the ftatute of limitations, by 
reafon of his privilege, an original 
might be filed againft him; but that 
original muft lie dormant during the 
fitting of par liament ; no procefs could 
iffue-upon it to compel an appearance ; 
nor, till this a& paffed, could it have 
beer done at any time after the rifing 
of parliament, dtiring the time of pri- 
vilege. 

This tonftruétion of the aét is fo obvi- 
ous, that, upon any other, almoft all 
the provifions in it would have been nu- 
gitory; and it fully accounts for the 
feeming doubt in col, Pitt’s cafe in 
Strange, whether he fhould be difcharg- 
ed on common bail, or be difcharged al- 
tovether. It being after the diffolution of 
partiament, the plain:ff had a right by 
the aét, tocommence a {uit againft him ; 
and, theretore, it feemed, at firft, that 
he fhould only be difcharged on com- 
mon bail; but as he had commenced 
his {uit by arretting his perfon, before 
his tine of privilege expired, the judges, 
that they m ight not feem to coun- 
tenance the arreft, difcharged him en- 
tirely. 

If it were poffible to doubt of this 
heitie the true conftruétion of the aét of 
teand13 W. tll. itis made itil clear- 
er be the a&t of Zand 4 Ann. chap. 18, 
which direéts thar any aétion may be 








commenced againft a member of parlia- 
ment employed in the revenue, or other 
place ot public truft, even, during the 
fitting of parhament, for any mafdemea- 
nor, breach of truft, or penalty, relating 
to fuch public tru, provided bis perfon 
be not arrefted. This a€ was made for 
this fingle purpofe, and would have 
been likewile nugatory, if an aétion 
could have been brought before, againft 
any member of parliament, durjng~ the 
fitting of the houte. 

Black. com. 165. was cited to thew, 
that a member of pariiament might be 
{ued tor his debts, though not arrefted 
during the fittang of parliament. This 
will appear to be expreisly confined to 
actions at the fuit of the kang, under 
a particular provifion in the ftat. of W. 
III. and, by the ftrongeit implication, 
fhews, that it could not be done at the 
fuit of a private perfon. A litle higher, 
in the fame page, a general pofition of 
judge biackitone wall be found, which 
fully reaches the cale in quettian. 
** Neither,” fays he, “can any mem- 
ber of either houfe be arrefted, or ta- 
ken into cuitody, nor ferved with any 
procets of the courts of law, nor his fer- 
vants arrefted, &c. without a breach. of 
the privilege of parliament.” 

In the cafe betore us, the defendant 
appears to have been ferved witha fum- 
mons out of this court, during the time 
of the actual fitting of. the convention. 
Whether we take the law to be as ut ftood 
inEngland betore, and at the time of paf- 
fing the aét of W.III.; or as it ftood after 
the paffing that act down to the 10th of 
Geo. HII. about fix years -betore our 
revolution, it is clear that no member of 
parliament other than thofe partieplarly 
excepted, could be arrefted or Yerved 
with any proceis out of the courts of 
law, during the fitting of parliament. 

We cannot but confiider our mem - 
bers of affembly, as they have always 
conlidered themfelves, entitled by law 
to the fame privileges. 1 hey ought, not 
be diverted from the pwhhe bufnets by 
law fuits, brought again them, during 
the fitting of the houfe ; which, though 
not attended with the arrett of their 
perfons, night yet oblige tlieim to attend 
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to thofe Jaw fuits, and to bring wit- 
néffes from ‘a diftant county, to a place 
whither they caine, perhaps folely, on ac- 
count of that public bufinefs. 

The defendant, therefore, muft be 
difcharged from the aétion. 


—S2] 


Another cafe of privilege. Caldwell vs. 
Barclay et al.—From the fame. 


Foreign attachment.—Moylan ob- 
tained a rule to thew caufe why this at- 
tachment fhould not be quafhed, on the 
ground that oneof the defendants, Bar- 
clay, being an American coniul, and 
in that character aétually refiding a- 
broad in the public fervice, was not: 
within the defcription of perfons, whofe 
effets were made liable to a foreign 
atrachment by the act of affe.nbly. 

The rule was oppofed by Wilfon, 
Bradford, and Sargeant, who contend- 
ed, that as a conful, Barclay was not 
entitled by the law of nations to any 
privilege, or exemption from legal pro- 
cefg ; that, even if he was privileged 
en account of his official charaéter, 
he had loft that advantage by his part- 
nerfhip witil the other defendant, who 
was not entitled to it; and that the 
a&t of aflembly makes no difference 
between perfons ferving their country 
ubroad, and any ocber non-refidents. 

After an able argument, the opinion 
of the court was delivered by mr. pre- 
fident €hippen; agreeably to which 
the rule was difcharged. 

o- =] @=> ~o- 

A-valuable and important difcovery. 

(Fren captain Cook's voyage.) 

cure the flefh of animals in tro- 

pical climates*, has been thought 
impraéticable—The hogs we cured were 
of various fizes, from four to twelve 
ftone, of fourteen pounds to each ftone ; 
they were flaughtered in the afternoon ; 
after fealding off the hair, and remov- 
ing the entrails, they were cut into 
pieces of four or eight pounds ; the bones 
tiken out of the legs and chine; and 





NOTE. 


* Lat. zo north. 


of the large hogs the ribs were extrac- 


ted; and the coagulated blood taken 
away carefully from the veins. This 
being done, the pieces were given to the 
falter, while warm, and when well rub- 
bed with falt, placed in a heap on a 
ftage, expofed to air, covered with 
planks, and preffed with heavy weights. 
Next evening, they were again well 
wiped and examined, the (ufpicious parts 
taken away, then put into a tub of very 
ftrong pickle, and examined again : if 
any of the pieces had not taken the falt, 
thefe were taken out, put into freth 
pickle, and, finally, the whole again 
examined at the end of fix days; and af- 
ter being flightly preffed, putting a thin 
layer of falt between the. pieces, thev 
were barrelled up. At the end of tweive 
months, the hog’s ficth, fo cured, was 
found to be in excellent condition. 


0 SESS-0- ” 
Thoughts on the fate of American affairs. 


‘T SEE mind that is capable of jufly 
comparing the preient fituation 
and proipects of the united ftates, with 
the potture of our affairs in 1787, mutt 
derive from the former no inconfidera- 
ble portion of fatisfaction and comfort. 
By tuch a compariion, we fhall find 
ourfelves gratified as friends of man- 
kind, and delighted as real lovers of 
our country. But let us not deceive 
ourfelves, by fuppofing, that the ardu 
ous exertion of our mental talents, and 
the ftill more arduous and glorious ex- 
ercile of the virtues of the heart, which 
have thus far effected the reform of oui 
government, are not longer neceffary 
in the fame degree. We are not yet (& 
far inthe port, that we may relax in 
our exertions. "Tis yet too joon to com- 
mit our bark to the guidance of the pi- 
lot, and to tafte retrething flumbers in 
the watch, ‘The attairs of Vermont are 
Rot yet completely iettled ; our fouth- 
weftern friends are to be protece.| 
through the approaching fummer, and 
to be eftablished in permanent peace ; 
an infatuated filter ftatef is yet to be 
NOTE, 
+ Since this was written, Rhede li- 
Jand has acceded to the union. 









































ES ET NN a SK 


a al 






cans Ser 















a 


me = Rpg om 
































92 


convinced of an error, whofe fatal de- 
lufions are rapidly working her deitruc - 
tion 3, and even we who have, by the 
bleflings of providence, united ourfelves 
once more in wifdom, in virtue and in 
ftrength, have yet muck to learn, to de- 
vife, and to perform. The public debts 
of the united ftates, in thew prefent un- 
digefted form, create an artificial weak- 
neis, from which our country can only 
be relieved by a truly-wife and equita- 
ble adjuftment of them, The requifi- 
tions of juftice are, that we make no 
unneceflary facrifices in accomplifhing 
this fettlement—thofe of wifdom are, 
that we refufe not any of thofe concef- 
fions, which the pofture of affairs ren- 
ders neceflary. Objeéts of inferior mag- 
nitude fhould melt in the noble warmth 
of public good. Let us with thefe im- 
preffions beftow a few thoughts on the 
propofed affumption of the ftate debts. 
Maffachufetts, Conneéticut, and the Ca- 
rolinas, it is {uppofed, will be moft bene- 
fitted — 

But does not juftice require that a 
confiderable part of the debts of thefe 
ftates fhould be carried to the genera} 
account? Is a military officer of one 
of thofe ftates, becaufe he had a ftate 
commiffion, to be poftponed for a pur- 
chafing creditor of continental certifi- 
cates ? If the claims of the purchafer 
cannot be diminifhed, without violating 
thofe rights of property, which policy 
holds facreds is the pay of the ftate 
foldier, or the price of the food that fup- 
ported him to be withheld by a juft and 
prudent nation, on accountof the form 
of the voucher ? Let not any generous 
paffion be called upon to determine this 
gueftion: but rather let it be put to 
the cool reafon of the people, and their 
Jeg flators. It requires not the aid of any 
feeling, however generous ; for policy 
aud juitice command it. Let thofe who 
oppofe the affumption of the South 
Carolina debt, fay, what would have 
been the fate of the fouthern ftates, if 
thofe remarkable people had not main- 
tained their animated exertions te fup- 
port the independence of the united 
fistes, amidit every fpecies of fuffering, 
though preffed on all fides by much 
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fuperior numbers. Let thofe, who-op- 
pote the aflumption of the ftate debt of 
Maffachuletts, alfo fay, what, would 
have been the fate of the .northern and 
muddle flates, but for their mmmenfe ex- 
penditures and numerous forces. Vir; 
ginia, Pennfylvania,. and New York 
made their feveral exertions: but in the 
decifive bufinefs of Saratoga, it.will not 
be neceffary to remind them of thecri- 
tical and numerous aids from Maffa- 
chufettsand Conneéticut. All the fiates, 
however, may affirm, that they {pared 
no fupplies of men or money, when the 
public exigencies required them. 

It may be urged further, that the ftates 
of Virginia, New York, and Pennfyl- 
vania, enjoy, each, many: millions’ of 
acres of land, to the exclufive pre-emp- 
tion of which they have fucceeded by 
the joint efforts of the united ftates. 
Maflachufetts and Conneéticut may 
dwell with confiderable advantage upon 
this argument: and candour and truth 
will bar an anfwer to them. 

But tothe ferious refleéting patriot, 
fill more weighty confiderations might 
be offered—thofe, I mean, that are in- 
volved in the complete refo.".nation and 
fettlement of our national government 
at this junéture. If, for example, a 
conviction of the juftice of the aflump- 
tion, and the high importance of the 
meafure, fhould induce the indebted 
ftates for a time to withhold their afient 
from the other parts of the propofi- 
tions, on the rejeétion of this, what will 
be the condition of our public credit ? 
The European world will fee, after ail 
we have talked of conceflion, amity, and 
union, that they are but the words of 
our mouths: they will inftantly, with- 
draw their new-created confidence : 
and the American creditors, of all de- 
fcriptions, will difcover, when ét weil 
be too late, the errors of an oppofition, 
not juftified by any material dafference 
in the debts, which juftice can point 
out, and true policy confirm. In fuch 
a deplorable event, let us fuppole one of 
thofe public exigencies to occur, which 
providence is conftantly difpenfing to 
the nations of the earth. How truly 
mortifying—how dangerous would the 
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“fieuwation be, under an emergent 
andfor' fapplies, after an irremedi- 
iebte-factifice of* our national credit. 
t uMiary ether reafons might be drawn 
fron ati @ranrmation of our own af- 
fairs, atid°many from the general dit- 
tractiot that’ prevails on the continent 
vf Buripe : bit from the delicacy of 
both thelé copies, it is’better perhaps to 
leave therh to the obfervation and re- 
colid&tion of the’ peoplé and the guar- 
dians of thé pubhe fafety and happi- 
nefs.  citiwen of the united Rates. 
Philadelpbia, April 31, 1799. 
A PES -1- 
Thoughts om navigation and commerce, 
HE great and important object of 
raifng a revenue engrofied much 
of the attention of congrefs in their lait 
feflion ; in the prefent they are engaged 
in eftablifhing” the public credit by 
funding: the national debt, foreign and 
domeftic, and devifing ways and means 
to pay the intere& on beth—thefe are 
undoubtedly objects of the greateft na- 
tional unportance, andevery perfon who 
can furnith ufeful hints, ought to do it. 
It isevident that a principal reliance 
muft be had upon commerce ; it is e- 
qually fe, that commerce ought there- 
tore to -be. encouraged ; and in my opi- 
nion, the:earleft opportunity ought to 
be embraced, ‘of affording it ail the 
tupport? its. smportance entitles it to. 
in their moumerable fine harbours— 
the amazing inland navigation which 
their extenfive rivers afford—the ex- 
ports, which increafe with aftonifhing 
rapulitywethe enterprife of their com- 
mereiab. men—the plenty of materials 
jor:thip-building, and the {kill of their 
workmen in that branch—the prefent 
muanvber of their feamen, and the cafe 
with whichit may be increafed—and in 
mein relanve fituation, with refpect to 
other powers, the united ftates poffels 
wery, fupericr advantages, which ought 
munediately to be improved for the pub- 
lic) benetit.. That it would be ufeful, 
cannot be denied : and it is evidently 
good. policy, by giving fuitable encou- 
ragement to commerce, to enable our 
merchants to pay thoie large fums of 
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money which gevernment is under the 
néceffity of calling on them for, in the 
firft inftance, and even larger, thould 
they be hereafter wanted. A well-re- 
gulated commercial fyftem fhould be 
formed and fupported : and,in this, very 
particular attention fhould be paid to 
our own fhipping. 

Whether, we confider the number of 
men employed about a veffcl, from the 
cutting down the timber for her, im the 
foreft, toher departure from port—the 
farmers employed in raifing provifions 
for all thefe, and flax and hemp to make 
the fails and rigging—or the number 
of mechanical arts dependent on, and 
promoted by thip-building—this branch 
of bufinefs will appear worthy of the 
warmeft fupport. In addition to the 
other advantages to be derived from it, 
will be the very important one of he- 
ing our own carriers, which will enable 
us to tranfport the produéts of our own 
country, on the beft terms, to the high- 
eft markets ; furnifli us with an oppor- 
tunity of procuring the conveniencies 
of life from other nations at the firft 
coft ; and keep all the money paid for 
thelarge freights out and home among 
ourtelves, inftead of its being paid to 
foreigners, who now reap moft of the ad- 
vantages of our trade. 

The condu& of Great Britain may 
furnifh us with a very ufeful hint, and 
we fhall be unwife, indeed, if we do not 
profit by her experience. Her atts of 
trade and navigation fhew clearly her 
attention to her own fhipping : and the 
reluctance fhe has always difcovered, 
to any relaxation of their rigour, proves 
that fhe is fully fenfible of the advan- 
tages gained by them. Let us attend 
2 little to her condué&t. Her fhips muit 
be Britith-built, and the mafter and 
three-fourths of the hands muft be Bri- 
tith ‘ubjeéts. Her own territories do not 
furnifh her with the materials neceflary 
for fhip-building in fufficient quanti- 
ties; and fhe muft have recourfe to fo- 
reigners to procure thei. 

Large quantities of our timber, 
plank, mafts, &c. are annually carried 
off in Britifh thips, fent hither for the 

purpofe : thus her feamen are employed, 
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and a freight is made. The raw mate- 
rials carried from us, are manufaétured 
in Great Britain, and her fhip-carpen- 
ters and their attendants, blackfiniths, 
fuip-joiners, caulkers, block-makers, 
maft-makers, rope-makers, riggers, 
fail-makers, boat-builders, and a great 
number of others, are furnifhed with 
employment and fupport. The fhips, 
thus built, furnifha nurfery for feamen ; 
and become the carriers of Britifh ma- 
nufagétures to us, and of our produéts 
home, as remittances for thofe manufac- 
tures ; for all which we muft pay: and 
they are at this time profitably employed 
in carrying the produceof the united 
ftates to France, where they obtain a 
bounty on it. 

Due attention to the encouragement 
of thip-building, and the proper regu- 
lation of commerce, would throw all 
thefe advantages into our hands ; and 
fave our commercial and feafaring men 
the mortification of feeing foreigners 
engrofling our trade, and growing rich 
by it, while they themfelves are negle&- 
ed and unemployed. It would fill our 
harbours with veffels manufactured at 
home, and with hardy feamen, born 
among ourfelves, who would have 
ftronger attachments to the country, 
than the mercenaries, who come here 
merely for the fake of gain: and on 
whofe affittance we could rely, in cafe 
of neceffity. 

It may be enquired, whether we 
could build a fufficient number of vef- 
iels to aniwer the purpofes of our com- 
merce ? Of this there can be no doubt 
in the mind of any perfon, who will 
recolle‘t what was done in this way, 
before and even during the war. In 
the year 1774, the fmall ftate of New 
Hampthire built and fent to fea, forty- 
two thips, from two to three hundred 
and fifty tons each, (which were all 
manned trom the fingle port of Portf- 
nvouth) befides fimali trading and fith- 
ine veffels. If fo fmall a fate could 
furnith fuch a proportion, what would 
net the exertions of all the ftares be 
Even under the dépreffions of 
the war, our own yards furnifhed mer- 


equal to? 


chant veffels and privateers with an ex- 
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pedition that was furprifing: and can 
our abilities now be doubted, when we 
are under every advantage for cultivat- 
ing the arts of peace > Why fhen 
fhould we longer fuffer foreignets to 
enrich themfelves with the {poils of our 
coramerce ? Why fhould we fuffer our 
national dignity to be infulted by a 
people who will not deal with us on 
terms of reciprecal advantage ? 

The trade of Great Britain to Ame- 
rica is one of the moft lucrative 
branches of her commerce. She trades 
with the united ftates on equal terms with 
the moft favoured nation ; andevery of 
our ports is open to her fhips. What 
return does fhe make? Sh: admits us, 
it is true, to her European ports; but 
are not all the others thut againft us ? 
Are our thips permitted to trade with 
her Weft India iflands, and other ter- 
ritories in America ? They are not: 
why then fhould we treat her with great- 
er generofity ? Why thould we abufe 
ourfelves, and do injuftice to our allies, 
by fubmitting to the imfolence of 
an haughty nation, with which we 
have no commercial treaty? A de- 
cided preference, in every point of 
view, ought to be given to our own 
fhipping ; an higher tonnage on foreign - 
ers in general will have a great effeét : 
and foreign fthips fhould be abfolutely 
prohibited from carrying the produce of 
thefe ftates to any port or place, to 
whichAmerican veffels are not admitted. 

It is rather an unfortunate circum - 
ftance, that thereare fo few mercantile 
chara&ters in congrefs ; as, for want of 
fuficient commercial information, the 
interefts of the union inthis important 
point cannot be fo well promoted as they 
otherwife might : the defe&t would be in 
fome meafure fupplied, if our merchante 
would, from time to time, fuggeit 
fuch alterations in, and improveirents 
upon, the commercial fyftem of the wmi- 
on,as would tend to public benefit ; thele 
would, undoubtedly ,be properly attend - 
ed to by our national government ; and 
fuch arrangéments would be made as 
would promote our manufactures, ex - 
tend our commerce, and affift our re. 
venue. New York, March 31,°1799. 




















1798) 
Thoughts on the affumption of the fate 
: debts. 


MONG the various phenomena 
A which now and then make their 
appearance, none has ever ftruck my 
mind to forcibly as the prefent politica! 
phenomenon, which the rejection of the 
affumption exhibits. Could any thing 
add to the aftonifhment which it has 
excited, it would be the very extraor- 
dinary reafons which oftenfibly occati- 
oned it. 

Had a fate demagogue, apprehen- 
five of lofing his influenee in a ftate 
aflembly, endeavoured to alarm the 
members with the terrors of a too- 
powerful congrefs, and to perfuade 
them, that the public welfare depended 
upon exalting the ftate legiflatures, and 
depreffing the national one, while we 
pitied the weaknefs of perfons who were 
biafled by fuch reaioning, we fhould not 
be furprifed at finding it employed by 
thofe whofe purpofes it anfwered: but 
that fimilar arguments fhould be ad- 
duced in a certain great aflembly, by 
gentlemen {pecially appointed to admi- 
nifter the national government, felected 
for that purpole from the mais of the 
people, and under the obligation of eve- 
ry facred tie to proteét it, againit every 
attack which might prevent its opera- 
ting for the general good, is to me moit 
unaccountable. Are there not, in the 
teveral ftates, men in abundance, whole 
expectations are confined te a feat in the 
ftate legaflature, and who tor that reaion 
alone, will gladly embrace every eppor- 
tunity of thwarting the meafures of the 
general government? Are there not 
im every part of the continent, enemies 
to the conttitution, who will eagerly 
~ graip atevery occurrence which may 
, turn to thew advantage ? Nay, are there 

net in the very bofom of this country, 
men who detcit the American people— 
who ficken at the fight of our growing 
prelperty—whole breatts itil rankie 
with dilapposmtment and rage, at our 
- glorious independence—and who yet 
semember, that we were once part of 
the Batuth empue? Is it forgotten 
tat we ac encompailed with foc. , that 


Thoughts om the ajumption of the flate debts. 95 


Great Britain holds our potts, and re. 
tufes to deiiver tiiem up, that her ci- 
vil officers are now making encroach- 
ments on our fronters, and violating 
the rights of jurifdiction of a refpedta. 
bie itate; that, while we may be in 

volved in hoftiities in the north, and 
in the eat, in coniequence of thefe pro 

ceedings, avery gloomy and lowing 
atmoiphere prejents itiit to the fouth, 
and to the weit? Is not the fituation of 
Georgia alone fufheient to aroule our 
attention, and to excite our alarms ? 
Embroiled with the Crecks mai fierce 
and vindiétive war, not likely to tev- 
minate but by the deftruction of one ox 
the other people—fhe is now embroil- 
ing herielt with her Britith creditors, 
whoie debts the confiicated during the 
war, by a law winch had been long obp- 
folete, but which has been recently cal- 
Jed into active operation ; and, fhould 
Great Britain contider this an infric- 
tion of the treaty, the confequences may 
be readily anticipated: what then will 
be the deplorable fituation of that un- 
fortunate ftate ? Attacked in the rear by 
the Creeks, (who, it is well known, are 
fupported by Spain) her veflels and 
produce ieized in the ports of Great 
Britain, 19 retalia ron for the confifca- 
hon of the debts due to its fubjedts, 
the will loudly call on congrets foi 
protection ; and protection the will be 
undoubtedly entitled to. Should congreis 
withhold it, Gorgia mutt be uiterly and 
compleatly ruined. Should congrefs at 

ford it, we are immediately involved in 
war with Great Brtam, Spain, and the 
Creeks. 
tions, and fhould make fome imprei 


Thefe are ferious conhdera 


fion on the minds of our civil rulers. 
What afliftance are we to expeét from 
our allies are not in: a 
We mutt 


depend on our own itrength alone 


abroad ? None : 
condition to afford us any. 
; but 
what will that avai, dilunsted as we arc, 
pulling on different divections, and tear 
ing the machine to pacces, initesd ct 
drawing it torward ’ 

Such being then the precarioulnefe 
of au ituanen, having ample caue 
of uncafinels trom a view of the nor 


wekcra polls, Ge conmicnuons abuut 
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the eattern limits, Vermont, the wef- 
ern country, the Indians inevery q uar- 
ter, and the Creek nation more parti- 
cularly, the Britith and Spanith empires, 
and the commotions of Georgia ; each 
of which ought alone to caufe fome 
anxiety ; but all of which, combined, 
fhould excite the greateft apprehenfions, 
and promote the utmoft harmony in 
the government, having nothing to 
depend on but our own refources, which 
will be ineffeétual without unanimity— 
Ought we not to execrate thofe, who, 
under the fanétified garb of liberty, are 
fowing the feeds of difunion, that we may 
become a prey to the firft invader ? 
Say, my fellow citizens, is this a 
time to cripple the national govern- 
ment, when all its ftrength is neceflary 
for our proteftion? Is this what you 
expected from thofe who were delegated 
to adminitter it? At a time when a hoft 
of furrounding dangers fhould prefs _ the 
ftates into the moit compact union, would 
he beyourfriend who fhould promote 
difunien and anarchy by warning the 
ftates to be jenlous of the government, 
to’ fufpeét its motions, to arreft its 
progrefs, and to ttrip it of its ftrength 
and refources. Say rather fuch a man 
would be wholly fwayed by fome little 


_ groveling intereft, inftead of expanding 


his mind toembrace the great objects of 
the federal government? He would be 
hankering after popularity at home, 
frightened at the fhadow of fome ftate de- 
magocue, and fecuring another election, 
by gratifying the itate prejudices of a faw 
conttitutents, whofe fituation difqualified 
them from forefecing the mileries at- 
tendant ona vote at which their igno- 
rance might induce them to rejoice. 

I fincerely hope my fears are imagi- 
ary, and that there is not in our councils 
any perfon of that defcription. Shouid, 
however, any fuch perfon offer himéelt 
to you asa candidate at the approaching 
eleftion, tell him, my fellow citizens, 
that his mind is too little—his nerves too 
weak—his ideas too contraéted—his 
views too narrow—to juftify your plac- 
ing him in the great council of the na- 
tion: advite him to confine his abiii- 
ties to the Ltilecircle of a corporation, 
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or, at furtheft, to a ftate.aflembly, where 
he may give full tcope to his rhetorical 
powers, and pleafe all his conftituents, 
without doing any imjury to the other 
fiates. Should he, however, by the 
imoothnets of his congue, and the plau- 
fibility of his manners, overcome your 
repugnance, er fhould your vanity be 
gratified, in being reprefeated by a man 
of brilliant talents, remember, that 
you will be aniwerable for all the can- 
fequences : and be affured, that not- 
withftanding a man may be poffeffed of 
{plendid abilities, or extraordinary elo- 
quence, yet if he carry into congrefs 
ftate interetts, and illiberal prejudices, 
and cannot in national queftions con- 
template the good of the whole, fuch 
a man will be a curie to the people ; aud 
his abilities and eloquence will only 
contribute, to make him more dange- 
rous, than he otherwiie. would be. 

I have been drawn into thefe obfer- 
vations, by a cortideration of the pre- 
fent awful crifis, which threatens the 
very exiltence of a government, which 
was the laft refuge of the American pa- 
trict, and which has icarcely commenc- 
ed its career. The violent divifion in 
the houfe of reprefentatives, on a great 
national quettion, which has been. once 
decided in the affirmative, and once in 
the negative, by {mall majorities—and 
the uncertainty of the ul jmate decifion, 
are circumftances which muft depreis 
the {pirits of our friends, while they 
prefent a fubject of joy to our enemies. 

Let us, however, hope, that while 
there appears (trom the debates which 
have been publifhed) fo much jultice, 
policy, fairneds,"equity, liberality, and 
federaliim on one fide, and fo much 
ftate intereit, partiality, and injuftice,on 
the other, that the reafon, good fenfe, 
and virtue of the majority will triumph, 
and that fome plan of accommeoda- 
tion will be devifed, which at the fame 
time that it wiil remove apy real objec- 
tion, which might have embarrafled the 
meafurs, will reftore harmony to the 
ft:.tes, and lay the foundation of publie 
credit and national profperity. 

A FPRLEND 10 THE UNION. 

New York, April 21, 37 99- 
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